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Lesson 6.—Jesus Faces the Cross. 
Mark 16 : 32-52. 
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“When These Things Begin” 
By the late Annie Johnson Flint 


Look up, and lift up your heads; for your 
redemption draweth nigh.— Luke 21: 27, 28. 


sy OOK up, lift up your heads 
From fear and from despair... 
Beyond the present’s cloudy gloom 
For us the skies are fair; - 
These portents that we dread, 
That fill men’s hearts with idar, > 
For us are joyful signs — 
Redemption draweth near! 





“Distress of nations ’’ — aye, 
The world is sore distressed, 
The nations toss and seethe, 
A sea that knows no rest; 
Strange signs in earth and heaven, 
In ocean, sky, and land; 
They are God’s warning calls 
The judgments of His. hand. 


Earth is by torment racked ; 
Famine and flood and fire, 

Earthquake and tidal wave, 
Destruction vast and dire ; 

Nature has changed its course, 
Untimely fall the snows, 

The green crops dgoop with drought 
Or waste ’neath insect foes. 


The jealous peoples watch, 
Though they are crying “ peace,’ 
Suspicious each of each, 
Their petty wars increase ; 
Their counsels come to naught; 
Perplexed, their wise men stand, 
Confused and dovbtful still, 
And wait some guiding hand. 


« These things ” have well begun, 

And we have seen and heard; 
- “ Look up, lift up your heads,’’— 

It is our Lord’s sure word ; 

In quietness we watch 
God’s purposes made clear, 

In confidence we wait,— 
*“ Redemption draweth near! ”’ 
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The Secret of Holiness 


There is only one way to be holy. 
Holiness means separation — separation 
from sin, from uncleanness, from all that is 
unworthy or injurious. Some people are 
afraid of being too holy; but few are 
afraid of being too healthy, and holiness is 
spiritual health. How, then, can we have 
this wonderful possession or experience of 
holiness? Moses knew the secret as he 
said to the Lord: “If thy presence go not 
with me, carry us not up hence, For 
wherein shall it be known here that I and 
thy people have found grace in thy sight? 
is it not that thou goest with us? so shall 
we be separated, I and. thy people, from 
all the people that are upon the face of 
the earth” (Exod. 33:15, 16). God’s wel- 
comed presence is the secret of holiness. 
Only God can. separate sinners from sin; 
only God can cleanse the unclean; only 
God can save and. heal and restore the 
spiritually sick, separating us from disease 
and making and keeping us spiritually 
whole and healthy. Only if God goes. with 
us shall we be “separated,” or holy. The 
Lord is able and eager and faithful to do 
just this. To all who will let him, today, 
he says —— he said to Moses more than 





thee by name.’ 


RESIDENT Glenn Frank of the Uni- 
P versity of Wisconsin, formerly editor 

of The Century Magazine, writing in 
his syndicated newspaper articles a few 
years ago, answered a_ correspondent’s 
question by saying that he thought there 
would be another great revival of religion, 
But fearing, doubtless, to shock his readers 
with a pronouncement like that, he hastened 
to explain what this coming “revival” will 
be and will not be. 

This college president and ex-editor is 
sure that it will not be characterized by 
“hectic mass meetings with vast choirs and 
vigorous evangelists” ; that it will take place 
“neither in the sawdust aisles of evangel- 
istic sheds nor in the stone aisles of cathe- 
drals, but in laboratories, in school rooms, 
in factories, in editorial offices, and —at 
political headquarters.” 

But more important than where it will 
take place is the kind of revival it will 
be. This new revival, Frank says, will not 
“impose an alien idealism” upon society, 


Better Than Feeling Joyful 

We do not have to feel joyful in order 
to be strong. There is a surer secret of 
strength than that. For our feelings of 
joy may suddenly disappear—does that 
mean that our strength must also disap- 
pear? Far from it! One who is “the 
same yesterday, and to day, and for ever,” 
has pledged himself to be our strength if 
we but trust him for this. But joy, also, 
is:a secret of strength. When God’s peo- 
ple who had returned to the Land from 
captivity were mourning and weeping as 
the words of the law were read to them, 
Nehemiah told them it was a time to re- 
joice, not to weep. “For,” said he, “the 
joy of the Lord is your strength’ (Neh. 
8:10). This living word. from the living 
Scriptures is familiar to us, but do we not 
sometimes misinterpret it? We are liable . 
to. think: that it means that, if the joy of 
the: Lord is singing in our hearts, we shall 
be strong. - It: does not say that. It rests 
the fact of our strength onthe joy that the 
Lord himself has. And:we know that his 
joy is as eternal and unchangeable. as his 
own perfect person and character. Even 
if we do not feel joyful, therefore, we know 
that his joy is not fluctuating or failing. 
Therefore, ‘whatever our feelings, we can 
do all things through Christ who strength- 
eneth us, “for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” 
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The Ex-Atheist’s Testimony 


but “modern thought, modern science, and 
modern experience” will bring in “a fresh 
sense of spiritual values.” And more of 
these familiar and out-worn, ancient views 
whose advocates love to consider “modern” 
and “forward looking.” 

In other words; President Frank’s coming 
“revival” is to leave out the Lord Jesus. 
Christ; is to omit God and the Bible; the 
atoning blood is to be conspicuous by its 
absence; there are to be no tears of re- 
pentance, no mourning over past sins, and 
no joy over sins forgiven, 

This new kind of revival is to be born, 
not in the prayer room, but in the labora- 
tory. It is to be a strictly professorial 
affair. It is to come, not frorn the clouds 
of heaven, but from things mixed in a 
mortar bowl. The leader will be “a states- 
man, a captain of industry, an educator, a 
publicist, or [from] other similar leaders,” 

But that was not the kind of revival 
that brought peace into the present writer’s - 
turbulent life. If he had depended upon 
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sone vague, vapory, attenuated, evanescent, 
“fresh sense of spiritual values” to save 
him he would have been beneath the sod 
and in the place of the lost today, instead of 
realizing, as he does the rest that remaineth 
to the people of God and enjoying the 
peace that you cannot understand (Phil. 
4:7) but that feels mighty comfortable 
to a sinner. 

It was the Salvation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ that saved this man; not “modern 
thought, modern science, modern experi- 
ence.” When he was saved he got his 
salvation on his knees in prayer, not blow- 
ing soap bubbles. 

An angel was once explaining to another 
old prophet of God what meant his vision 
of a golden candlestick and two olive trees, 
and he spoke some words which, though 
twenty-five long centuries stretch between, 
are as true today as then: “Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my spirit; saith the Lord 
of hosts” (Zech. 4:6). 

And when our Lord said, “I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life,” and ‘Without 
me ye can do nothing,” was it an “alien 
idealism” he was talking about, or sober 
truth? When will men stop trying to reach 
Heaven by building towers of Babel or by 
“climbing up some other way”? When will 
men learn that there is an. immeasurable 
difference between the human spirit and 
the Spirit of God? When will men stop 
limiting themselves by the natural and begin 
taking advantage of the supernatural? 

President Frank is a thinking man. He 
and others like him’know well the dangers 
that threaten our civilization, of which the 
immorality in high schools, colleges, and 
universities is only one sign among many. 
And to: sneer at the Gospel of Christ as 
“alien. idealism,” when it is “the- power 
of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth,” is blind leadership of the blind. 

President Frank speaks of “religion.” 
He uses the words “religion” and “re- 
ligious” six times in his short article of 
less ‘than five hundred words. That is 
a larger number of times than the word 
occurs in the entire Bible. On the other 
hand, the word “salvation,” which Frank 
does not use at all for he evidently knows 
nothing of it, occurs many hundreds of 
times in the Bible. 

This salvation is supernatural and divine. 
It comes, not by energizing natural things 
by natural means, but from above. “If ye 
then be risen. with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ siiteth on 
the right hand of God. Set your affections 
on things above, not on things on the 
earth” (Col. 3:1, 2). 

Yet when President Frank speaks of 
the Gospel of Christ as “alien idealism” he 
is right, in a sense. For it is “alien,” not 
only to America and the Occidental world 
(which is probably what he means), but 
to the entire world of natural things, Ori- 
ental as well as Occidental. “That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6). 
To be born from above and of the Spirit 
is to be given by grace and through faith 
alone a new and eternal life; totally differ- 
ent from and alien to the old, natural, 
fleshly life, however intellectual, moral, and 
outwardly admirable that life may be. The 
“revival” of the old nature is reformatory ; 
the supplanting of the old life by the new 
is revolutionary. 
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President Frank in his brief article uses 
the word “revival” six times, but he says 
nothing of prayer. His dictionary, ap- 
parently, has no such word. But among 
Christians and in the Bible it is a great 
word, The Bible not only urges and en- 
courages us to pray, it tells us plainly how 
to pray and how not to pray. It gives us 
explicit directions. It gives many model 
prayers. It tells us to pray without ceas- 
ing. God not only answers prayer, if of- 
fered in faith and according to his divine 
will, but he does more than send the things 
explicitly asked for. He fills the soul with 
the glory from above, and makes the life 
dynamic with power, radiant with light, and 
fragrant with love. 

It is but trite to say that prayer is by 
far the most important of all Christian 
duties. ‘Men ought always to pray.” 
“Strive to enter in.” “Ask, and it shall 
be given unto you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” 
“The effectual, fervent prayer of a right- 
eous man availeth much.” Other respon- 
sibilities are divided, some to this one, some 
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to that; but all are expected to get under 
the burden of prayer. 

It is not enough to say that we live in 
one of the climactic periods of human his- 
tory; we live in the climax of all history. 
Not since the Flood have men faced a time 
like this. When Napoleon invaded Egypt, 
something over a hundred years ago, and 
came to the Pyramids, he said to his army, 


‘“Forty centuries. look down upon you.” . 


And so we may say that all the millenniums 
that have gone before look down upon us. 
The past is watching us, the future depends 
upon us. 

Every great battle has its strategic point. 
Gettysburg had its “bloody angle.” Water- 
loo had its “sunken road.” The strategic 
point today is the prayer closet. If a great 
revival comes before the Lord’s return, it 
will not be by laboratory methods but by 
prayer. 

Prayer is so vital to the individual and 
to the church that the Word gives full in- 
structions as to public prayer, private 
prayer; how, when, where to pray; what 

(Concluded on page 285) 
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Dangerous Lesson Helps 


I am enclosing a clipping from the 
Adult Leader published by the Ameri- 
can Baptist Publication Society on the 
lesson of the Hebrews leaving Egypt 
at the time of the passover. 

I wish to call your attention to the 
statement: “The temperate and moral 
lives of the Hebrews made them ap- 
parently immune to the plague.” 

It has always been my thought that 
the sparing of the- Hebrews from suf- 
fering with the Egyptians was only the 
fact that they had the blood sprinkled 
on the door post, and faith in God and 
Moses caused them to place the blood; 
and that it was the blood, typical of 
the blood of Christ, which spared them, 
and this alone; if it was not a miracle 
of God, then I do not understand this 
part of Scripture and I am warped in 
my belief. 

I believe that the Hebrews were 
spared only because they obeyed and 
believed, and not because they lived 
cleaner lives. 

I enjoy your paper, and joy. in your 
stand for the simple and trusting be- 
lief in God and the Bible, and if you 
can spare a few minutes to write me of 
this and get me straight I shall very 
much appreciate it—An Illinois bank 
president, 


There. are many lesson helps published 
today, on the International. Uniform Les- 
sons and other Sunday-school | courses, 
that are harmful because they contradict 
the Scriptures. Such teachings are found 
both in the lesson helps of various denomi- 
nations and also in independent publica- 
tions. The Adult Leader of the Northern 
Baptists is but one of many similar cases 
in other denominational helps. The les- 
son article quoted by the Illinois reader 
was in comment on the lesson of last July 
17, “The Meaning of the Passover,” from 
Exodus 11 and 12. Some of the statements 
in the Adult Leader are as follows: 


Last of all came: the terrible, mys- 
terious plague that carried off the 
strong young men of the land. -It may 
have started in the slums of. the slave 
quarters, like infantile paralysis in cer- 
tain crowded sections of Brooklyn. 
But plagues do not stay where they 
start. They are God’s punishment on 
people for allowing unsanitary and 
poverty-stricken areas. Just as the in- 
fantile paralysis crippled the children 
of wealth along with those of the poor, 
so Pharaoh’s son and heir was stricken. 
The temperate and moral lives of the 
Hebrews made them apparently im- 
mune to the plague, Superstitious 
Pharaoh, in a panic, told Moses to 
lead his people away. 


It would be difficult to imagine a com- 
ment on the inspired account in Exodus 
that more directly and shockingly repudi- 
ates God’s Word. The Scripture tells us: 


And the Lord said unto Moses, Yet 
will I bring one plague more upon 
Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards 
he will let you go hence; when he shall 
let you go, he shall surely thrust you 
out hence all together. . . . Thus saith 
the Lord, About midnight will I go out 
into the midst of Egypt: and all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt shall 
die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that 
sitteth upon his throre, even unto the 
firstborn of the maidservant that is be- 
hind the mill; and all the firstborn of 
beasts. And there shall be a great cry 
throughout all the land of Egypt, such 
as there was none like it, nor shall be 
like it any more. But against any of 
the children of -Israel shall not a dog 
move his tongue, against man or beast :. 
that ye may know how that the Lord 
doth put a difference between the 
Egyptians and Israel. 


; The writer in the Baptist publication 
says that the plague “carried off the strong 
young mén of the land.” How does that 


writer know this? The Bible does not ' 


(Concluded on page.284) 
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Beginning a new series of character studies 








Mussolini— Man of Mystery arebarofie 


BESO Rove 








about you,” I said to Premier Musso- 

lini, “you give the impression that you 
are seeking to reconstitute the Roman Em- 
pire.” 

“The Roman Empire,” he replied, “is 
dead. It is impossible to revive a dead 
thing.” 

“But, Your Excellency, do you know that 
the Roman Empire is going to be restored? 
Signor Mussolini, permit me to say that 
you are a man of destiny, you are a man 
chosen of God, because. ‘the powers that 
be are ordained of God’ ; but therein lies 
a great responsibility.” 

He looked at me with open eyes, but 
when I went on to say that the Bible says 
the Roman Empire is to be restored, his 
eyes opened wider, they gleamed, as he 
threw himself back in his chair and ¢x- 
claimed, “WHERE?” 

“Tn the books of Daniel and the Revela- 
tion,” I continued. “It is not just simple 
people who believe this. You are, no doubt, 
well acquainted with Scotland Yard, that 
greatest detective system in the world. The 
head of Scotland Yard was the late Sir 
Robert Anderson, the greatest criminologist 
of his day in England, and he wrote some 
remarkable books on this subject. They 
are in English,— would you like to have 
them?” 

“Yes,” replied the Premier, “I should 
like to have them.” 

Another question I then asked him. 

“Do you realize the necessity of. indi- 
vidual faith for the individual and for the 
nation?” 

“T do,” he answered. 

“You can see the disaster in Russia from 
the driving out of the Christian faith?” 

“Yes,” he replied, “Russia is in a,bad 
way, isn’t she?” 

“Yes,” I answered, “and the reason for 
that is that she has tried to deprive her 
people of all faith, and to destroy religion, 
and no nation can exist without religion.” 
I went on to say that Russia in the near 
future is to be the great rival of the re- 
constructed Roman Empire. Scripture de- 
scribes her as the Nation of the North, 
and the foe of the Gospel, and, I concluded, 
“She will be the nation opposing you in 
the future. If that seems strange to you, 
I want to remind you that there was a day 
when a rival confronted you on the Medi- 
terranean; it was Carthage. You need not 
be reminded of that history. Either you 
had to destroy Carthage, or Carthage 
would destroy you. That history will be 
repeated in a different setting, and your 
great enemy of the future is to be the 
Russian Empire.” 

Mussolini is the author of many books. 
He wrote a book on the Life of John Huss, 
“John Huss, the Man,” in which he arraigns 
the Roman Catholic Church in the most 
terrific way for its wickedness. Every one 
had said to me beforehand, “Whatever you 
do, don’t dare to speak to Mussolini about 
that book.” But this was my last question, as 


“Tr NUMEROUS things I have read 











Who is Mussolini, what gre his 
real purposes, what will he do for 
Italy and the world? 

The front pages of newspapers 
have been telling of his crucial 
place in contemplated plans for the 
peace of the world. Prime Min- 
ister MacDonald of Great Britain 
called on him in Rome, last month, 
td discuss Europe’s political diffi- 
culties. Italy, Great Britain, France, 
Germany, and even the United 
States, are studying plans intended 
to outlaw war in Europe for a 
decade. 

Meantime Premier Herriot of 
France warns Europe against the 
Mussolini peace plans. 

As this issue of THe SuNbDAyY 
ScHoot Times is being made up, 
Mussolini issues a statement from 
Rome that France must not attempt 
to modify his peace plans, as he 
declares, through the Grand Coun- 
cil of Fascism, that his own plan 
is “the only basis on which peace 
of equality can be built.” 

Last summer the Times published 
an account of one of the most ex- 
traordinary experiences of our 
generation—the personal — inter- 
view with Mussolini that was 
granted to Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. 
Norton, Directors of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission. In this issue Mr. 
Norton begins a new series of arti- 
cles on Rome’s Dictator, 

This first article retells the story 
of the personal interview in part. 
The rest of the series will bring to- 
gether illuminating facts on such 
topics as the following: 


The meaning of Fasces 
and Fascismo. 
Mussolini’s attitude toward the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


The Dictator himself. 
His plans for rebuilding Rome. 
His military ambitions. 
His attitude toward Protestants. 
Is Mussolini the Antichrist? 
Why Christian pople should 
know and study these facts. 


Have you friends, not yet tak- 
ing THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, 
who would be grateful to you for 
letting them know of this extraordi- 
nary series? A Ten Weeks Get 
Acquainted subscription to the 
Times, for 25 cents, sent immedi- 
ately and asking for the Mussolini 
Series, will secure all these articles, 
if addressed to The Sunday School 
Times. Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 








you can guess, “Signor Mussolini,” I said, 
“you wrote’ a book on the life of John 
Huss; do you believe now as you believed 
when you wrote that book?” 

He looked up at me pleasantly as he said, 
“Yes, I do.” 

Then my wife said: “Signor Mussolini, 
Your Excellency, before we leave I would 
like to say this last word. There is only 
one Mediator between God and man, the 
man Christ Jesus, and he gave himself for 
you and for me on Calvary, and by simple 
faith in him anyone can approach him with- 
out anyone else between. I trust through 
this faith to go to Heaven, and I hope and 
pray through the same faith that you will 
arrive there, too. I will pray to that end.” 

The Premier and Dictator sat there as if 
God were holding him in control while he 
heard that message. 

As we left him he said, “If I have not 
answered all your questions, write me, and 
I will reply.” 

Dr. Alexander Robertson, the great man 
of Venice, a Scottish Presbyterian minis- 
ter who has labored half a century for 
Christ in Italy, said to me: “Do you be- 
lieve that Mussolini would disestablish- the 
Roman Catholic Church today if he could 
have sufficient forces behind him?” I an- 
swered that I believed. he would; it is my 
personal opinion, and there are leading. men, « 
in Italy who have said the same thing to .~ 
me. 

I do not now know just what to think 
about Mussolini, except that I know he is 
preparing the way for the Antichrist. That 
is evident. I do not know what God might _ 
do with Mussolini and the Roman Empire 
again before the awful crash comes. . 

Some anathematize him; some deify him; _ 
some try to humanize him; some glorify. 
and idealize him, Most of the men we,. 
met in Italy—there are exceptions, of , 
course — have great admiration for the man, .. 

When we congratulated him on saving 
Italy from Bolshevism, he seemed to appre- 
ciate that we realized something of what he . , 
tried to do for his nation. The men in his. 
official bureaus and in the different depart-, 
ments seem to have, not only great admira-. 
tion for him, but even love and devotion. . 

He shook hands with us just as kindly 
when we left as when we first entered, and 
as we went out I gave him “The Reason 
Why,” a Gospel booklet, giving them also 
to the men in the bureaus as we passed. 
When we went down to the Italian For-— 
eign Department to thank them for their 
kindness I left the same booklet wherever 
I found a man, 


(To be continued next week) 
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Europe is still the strategic continent of. 
the world; its soil has been upturned by the... 
plowshare of war.... The Holy Spirit is... 
brooding over Europe as never before.. This. 
is a challenge to us; a challenge to prayer, - 
to sacrificial giving, to consecration of heart, 
and life—The late Charles Inwood, D.D.. 
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“Home-Coming at Keswick Colony 
By Philip E. Howard 

















OU have heard of “the joy of the 

Lord.” You may have known that 

joy. Some have. And some have 
found it and kept it so treasured and 
abundant in their own lives that they must 
tell it out. It shows in their faces, and 
in their doings, but they are not content 
unless they may tell it out. 

This explains the reunions at the Kes- 
wick Colony of Mercy. Many of you who 
have attended conferences there know what 
blessings are found at Keswick, in the New 
Jersey pines, close beside the two lovely 
lakes that mirror the wooded shores of 
Keswick Grove. 

But a reunion of the Colonists and their 
friends is different. Men who have come 
to Keswick, hroken, disheartened, cynical, 
saturated with drink; men who have come 
in hopelessness as to a forlorn shadow of 
a hope, come back twice a year, as new 
men in Christ Jesus, to be together for a 
few days in the beloved place of their resto- 
ration. They know. Once dead in tres- 
passes and sin, they found Christ, and the 
little word “saved” means to them so much 
more than to some who have never known 
the extreme bitterness of a life of slavery, 
in ways that would destroy mind and body. 

You must stand on a Friday afternoon in 
May and see these men come to their 
rendezvous. Around the curves, through 
the sweet laurel, automobiles are appearing. 
Down the short sandy way from the little 
station happy groups are walking. On the 
porch and in the halls of the William Raws 
Memorial building greetings are exchanged. 

And the men are not alone, wife and 
children, friends, relatives are with them. 
Other ‘friends of the Keswick enterprise 
ate here, drawn thither by invitation, or 
inclination. Is it possible that so many ‘in 
this joyous crowd were once literally at 
thé end of the passage in life’s wanderings 
and so terribly, hopelessly down, that they 
were grimly sure nothing could be done 
for them? 

I do not know whether it is the meetings 
in the chapel during the reunion, or the 
quiet walks and talks with old friends and 
loved ones that mean the most to these 
glad-hearted reclaimed men, It would be 
hard to appraise such values. That elderly 
man tells you, out there as you meet him 
among the trees, “I built that wall when I 
was here,” or another says, “When I first 
came here I was sure it was all bunk, but 
now —,” and his eyes sparkle as he tells 
you how things are with him today. 

It is not needful to follow all the events 
of these reunions. The whole period is so 
rich in stories of God’s abounding mercies, 
that a visitor coming in at almost any 
moment would be deeply impressed by what 
is going on at that time. One man whom 
the Lord has raised up to become the head 
of a mission work, in speaking of the shal- 
low way in which some men think of sal- 
vation, declared, “They think that getting 
saved is like getting shaved.” But the 
men that you hear in the reunions: have 
no such thought of salvation as that. A 


work has done in them and for them, 
not by themselves, which can not be taken 
lightly. They are new men in Christ. 

When t gathered company in the 
chapel sing, “Since the fullness of His 
love came in,” you will realize, as perhaps 
never before, by the glad and eager faces 
what salvation has meant to those who are 
singing with such fervor. After that sing- 
ing one man tells how he came to Keswick, 
and that. he came when he didn’t care 
what became of him. He was given work 
to do, and m2de a complete surrender to 
Christ, and ever since has been living the 
joyful life of a born-again Christian. 

Take a good look at the crowd in the 
chapel while you can. Once more they 
are singing, and this time they are singing, 
“He Lifted Me.” The sun is streaming in 
the window, touching little children with 
their clean, bright faces, sitting just in 
front of reclaimed men, one of whom was 
once a drug addict and is now a new man 
in Christ, with a light on his face such 
as the Lord gives from within. One man, 
a physician, rises to “magnify the name 
of the. Lord,” as he declares, “While we 
were yet sinners, we, who were on the junk 
heap, were lifted up and saved. What a 
privilege to introduce hell-deserving sin- 
ners to the King of kings.” 

Then another rose to do his part. A 
man who once had sung in a New York 
hotel for a New Thought Convention for 
over a thousand present, now sang, “I have 
a Saviour, He died for me.” Still another 
said that he had for: twenty-five-years fol- 
lowed the Devil. He heard of Keswick 
and didn’t think very much of it. He was 
persuaded to come. He was full of pride, 
but the Lord saved him and brought him 
out into a new place. Then the crowd 
seemed to break out spontaneously into the 
hymn, “What a Wonderful Saviour !” 

Then this testimony: “I found here the 
Man who could help me, the Lord Jesus. 
I have had a wonderful year, the first year 
in many in which I haven’t experienced 
months in bed trying to get. ready to get 
drunk again. My strength now comes from 
Him that is above all.” 

Here is another bit of life for you: 
“Many years ago a minister sent mte to 
Keswick. After a time I went back into 
the city and opened a speakeasy, but I 
closed that up and came back to Keswick. 
Then I went home again and went into a 
liquor dealers’ association. Before long I 
found myself in the gutter in New York. 
After a while I came back to Keswick and 
was saved. For fourteen years I have been 
going straight.” 

One trouble with those reunions is that 
you wish more days could be given to such 
an experience. Mr. Addison Raws, the 
son of the founder of the Colony, the 
director of it these full years since his 
father’s death, presided at the meeting, and 
his sympathetic understanding. of every rev- 
elation of God’s grace and mercy among 
the men enables him to weave together 
these testimunies into what becomes a con- 
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secutive whole, But I defy even the hard- 
boiled doubter to control his emotions en- 
tirely when some of the wives and mothers 
tise,'at Mr. Raws’ suggestion, to tell how 
things have gone with them.._ Instantly 
home scenes flash across the mind. The 
women who have suffered untold agonies, 
because of their men folk who drank, now 
stand forth to tell what a difference the 
Lord’s power has made in the home. Well, 
stand it if you can; but-you will see that 
itis not just the reclaimed men that speak 
in such a reunion, and you will hear the 
loyalty and faith of the praying, ever hope- 
ful wife or mother or daughter revealing 
the marvelous results of the new birth, 
to one to whom she has been faithful in 
the midst of great darkness. 

At the services in the chapel you will 
face the platform, and there you will see 
a plain, painted wooden chair which has a 
history.. It was at this chair that William 
Raws, the founder of the Keswick Colony, 
once knelt, a broken-hearted drunkard, and 
gave himself to the Lord who received him 
and empowered him and brought him out 
into a large place. When you go to Kes- 
wick, walk around the lower lake to the 
little chapel. Take time to see the chapel 
and take time to be alone, and let it all be 
a reminder to you of the never-ceasing 
miraculous power of our Lord. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer; and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: For obvious reasons 
I cannot sign my name to this letter. How- 
ever, I hope you will believe me when I say 

am terribly unhappy, blue, discouraged, and 
feel that life is hardly worth living. I have 
thought that perhaps you would be good enough 
to help me with my problem. My home is 
not in this city, but I am working here; my 
position does not amount to very much, and 
I can hardly. get along. My salary has been 
cut to about fifty per cent of what it was a 
year ago. However, I recently came in con- 
tact with religion and I accepted the Lord as 
my Saviour; but I have found: the way so 
dificult that I have just about despaired of 
ever getting any place in the religious life. 
I had led prior to my conversion a very worldly 
life; my friends are all of a fast Bohemian 
crowd, the type that ridicule religion and can 
present numerous reasons for their material- 
istic and modernistic ideas. After I became 
a Christian I lost contact with these so-called 
friends, but I did- not seem to make any new 
friends. Im sheer desperation and loneliness I 
was forced to seek out my old friends, but I 
had changed, and they appeared.so tawdry and 
artificial that I no longer enjoyed being with 
them. 

Mother Ruth, I am so lonely, what shall I 
do? I am young, attractive, and used to a 
hectic -social life. I did go to a church, but 
I could not make friends there because I went 
for two months and no one spoke to me during 
the entire time. People seem so self-centered 
in the church, and while I do not go there for 
sodial purposes, I do feel. the members could 
be a little more gracious. 

Spiritually,-I do not seem to progress. I feel 
there rust «be sométhing* somewhere that is 
definite and real; some -joy,-some peace, but 
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where is it? I do not want to go back to my 
old sinful habits, but I cannot stand this 
eternally being alone! It has been said that 
to have friends one must be friendly.. I am 
willing to be friendly and I cannot believe it is 
my personality, because I had just lots of 
worldly friends. Will you please tell me how 
I can meet some Christian young people? 

Another problem, I have a man friend who 
has been helping me financially for the past 
year and without his assistance I would not 
be able to live. But somehow or other I feel 
I should give him up, as I know now that 
what I am doing is sinful. But I do not know 
how I would be able to live and pay expenses 
without his help. 

Please pray for me, Mother Ruth, because 
I do want to lead a good life—JANE, 


Y DEAR GIRL: With the deepest 

concern I have read and reread your 
letter. How shall I give you an adequate 
idea of the wonderful Friend who is wait- 
ing for you, Jesus Christ? You were made 
with this longing for him, and you can 
never be happy or satisfied without him. 
But you must be willing to take up your 
cross and follow him, no matter what the 
cost! To have your life planned and map- 
ped out for you by God, means you must 


surrender all this that you have found to ~ 


be “tawdry” and “artificial,” and accept the 
real, the good, and the true. But to have 
this loneliness taken away, you must know 
Christ and must be ready to identify your- 
self with his interests. 

I wish I knew just where you were at 
church. I know it is sad and ‘true that 
all the churches are not what they should 
be, but there are those which would give 
you just what you want, if you could get 
into the right one. I can give you the names 
of many who give of themselves, through 
the leading of the Spirit, to be a friend to 
just such a lonely person as you have de- 
scribed yourself to be. If you will send me 
an address, I will gladly introduce you to 
a church where they will welcome you, and 
make you feel like one of their own. 

You say, “Spiritually, I do not seem to 
progress.” Yes, you see it yourself, as is 
shown by your next paragraph in your let- 
ter, where you say you are accepting money 
from a young man, and you know what 
you are “doing is sinful.” My dear girl, 
you can never have the Saviour and*sin 
at the same time. Give up your sin, and 
you shall have God! How can you live? 
Ask God, he will tell you, but you must 
give up the sin first, and then trust him 
for the rest. He is a wonderful Provider! 
His ways of leading his young are marvel- 
ous! He opens up ways, and shows how 
plainly he cares for those who need him. 
He will let you walk with him, and will 
fight your battles for you; and you will 
ever find him ready to take your burdens 
and carry them for you, if you will permit 
him to. But he loves you so, that he will 
not share you with sin. He so hates sin, 
that he will not have anything to do with 
it except to pardon it, when you forsake 
it. He loves the sinner, but he hates SIN! 
The only way you can have him is to be 
willing to separate yourself from it, and 
give your life over into his hands. Then 
this minor strain will become vibrant with 
joy and gladness, and you will be a new 
creature in him, even as we are told in 2 
Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new.” You cannot carry that 
old life over into the new with you, but 
you must leave it at the cross, and take 
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away the power to become a child of God. 
Read it for yourself in John 1: 12, 

I am praying for you, and want to sée 
you come out from-the unhappy life, and 
come into the. “green pastures” into which 
your Shepherd is waiting to lead you. His 
love is so warm and helpful, and he will 
teach you how to lean upon his wisdom 
and strength. Wiil you give all to him, and 
receive all in return? The Holy Spirit 
will guide you and lead you, so that you 
will become the woman God wants you to 
be. I want to help you. Will you let me? 
Send me your name and address, and let 
me give you a personal, confidential friend, 
who will help you into the Kingdom of 
God, and will take you into a church where 
the young people will help you along the 
road of life, so that you may know more 
about the one great Friend, who has you on 
his heart! I will be waiting to hear from 
you, and am praying for you. 


we 


Sunday School Courtesy 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


OME time ago there appeared in THE 

Sunpay ScuHoot TiIMEs an article on 
courtesy in Sunday-school. This impressed 
Mr. Paul Froehlich, superintendent of 
Keller Memorial Lutheran Sunday School, 
Washington, D. C., as being of value to 
all teachers, and he suggests a few addi- 
tional thoughts on the same subject. He 
says: 

“No one should ever walk openly across 
the room when:there is special music, vocal 
or instrumental, or when anyone speaks 
from the platform.” This is a rule of 
courtesy that is most frequently broken by 
officers of the school,—secretary and 
others, They have certain duties to per- 
form and continue with their work re- 
gardless of what is going on. Surely with 
some planning it could be arranged to keep 
these people engaged elsewhere than in 
the room where the program is in progress 
if it is absolutely imperative that they work 
all the time. 

“Ushers should be careful to take late- 
comers through a rear aisle rather than 
across the front of the room, which is 
disturbing to all.” Not only is such a thing 
disturbing to the speaker and distracting 
to the audience, but imagine the embarrass- 
ment of the person who is being taken to 
a seat in this way. 

“Let us always be careful to greet 
strangers and new members with a cordial 
handclasp, even though we may not know 
them, and be sure to see that visitors and 
new members receive song books and les- 
son books.” This applies to the younger 
members of the school as well as to the 
adults. Particular attention needs to be 
given the boys who come in as strangers. 
They should meet the leaders of their age 
group and be made to féel at home and 
comfortable. 

“Teachers should see that all pupils have 
the necessary books for singing or for les- 
son study. Let no one sit empty-handed. 
And how fine it would be if every teacher 
was in his or her place before 9.30, so as 
to greet all members of the classes as they 
enter! Let us try it.” It is up to the 
teacher to see that every scholar has in 
hand the necessary song or lesson. book, 
else how can they participate in the service 
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of the day? The teacher in a sense takes 
the place of mother for the Sunday-schoot 
hour ;-as the mother looks to the physical 
needs of the child just so should the teacher 
care for her scholar. And the truly cour- 
teous teacher is the one who is on hand 
to greet each scholar by name when he 
enters. The brief pre-session courtesies are 
of immense value in tying the school and 
scholar together. 

“The smaller children should not be al- 
lowed to ‘play tag’ or to run around the 
room, nor should they be encouraged to 
‘drum’ on the piano. A spirit of reverence 
and respect for God’s house is: most de- 
sirable.” It is not only the smaller chil- 
dren who are guilty of disrespect to God's 
house. The older boys and girls are fre- 
quently at fault. But the teachers and par- 
ents can encourage the children to be quiet 
and reverent while inside the building. 

“It would be far better if the class treas- 
urer or secretary never walked across the 
classroom while the lesson is being taught.” 
The class officers are all a part of the class 
itself, and their place is before the teacher 
while the lesson is being taught. Clerical 
details such as fall to the office of secre- 
tary and treasurer can. be taken care of 
before the opening period of lesson study. 
This is a courtesy due the teacher. 

“Let us never. repeat or circulate unkind 
gossip concerning any teacher, officer, or 
member of our school. Courtesy means 
kindness,”. To speak ill of any member of 
our church or school is as bad as to re- 
peat unkind gossip about. members of our 
own family. For in the church we are all 
members of the one great family. Our 
business should be to shield rather than éx-' 
pose the weaknesses of our fellow, mem-' 
bers, “Let the words of our mouths —be 
acceptable in thy sight,” should be our con- 
stant prayer. If we do not respect and’ 
honor our fellow school members, how can 
we expect to interest others and have them 
attend a school where there are those whom, 
we feel free to gossip about and admit are 
not absolutely “on the square,” or at fault 
in one way or another? 

“Directions of the superintendent should 
always be cheerfully followed when any 
class without a teacher is assigned to an- 
other teacher.” It is not always pleasant. 
to have some other class combined with | 
ours, particulasly when the teacher has 
prepared a perSonal message for her own 
members. But Christian grace should be 
exercised and a courteous greeting ex- 
tended the visitors. Perhaps they feel just 
as much out of place being in your group 
as you do in having them there. Be hos- 
pitable. And be courteous to the super- 
intendent who was acting according to his 
best light in combining the classes. After 
all, he is the superintendent and his’ order's 
must be obeyed. Do not allow your per- 
sonal feelings in the matter to lead you. to 
a discourteous word or act. 

“True politeness is to do and say 

The kindest thing in the kindest way.” 

Courtesy is one of the most important 
virtues, and the courteous Bible school is 
the one that is worth while. 


Corat Gates, Fra. 
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Curistian Youts is the Tres weekly 
paper for young people. 
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LESSON 6. MAY 7. JESUS FACES THE CROSS 


International Uniform Lesson.— Mark 10 : 32-52 


Golden Text.—And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be received up, he stedfastly 
set his face to go to Jerusalem.—Luke 9: 51 . 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 10 ; 32-45 


Kinc JAMES VERSION “i 

Mark 10:32 And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; 
and Jesus went before them: and they were amazed; and as they 
followed, they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began 
to tell them what things should happen unto him, 

33 Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man 
shall be delivered unto the chief priests, and unto the scribes; and 
they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the 
Gentiles : : 

34 And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit 
upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again. 

35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, 
saying, Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever 
we shall desire. 

-36 And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for 
ou? 

, 7 They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy 
right hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. 

38 But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye 
dring of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with? 

39 And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, 
Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the bap- 
tism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 

40 But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine-to 
give; but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared. 

41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased 
with James and John. 

42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know 
that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise 
lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 

43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great 
among you, shall be your minister: 

A aig whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant 
of all. 

45. For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Mark 10:32 And they were on the way, going up to Jerusalem; 
and Jesus was going before them: and they were amazed; and they 
that followed were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began 
to tell them the things that were to happen unto him, 33 saying, 
Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be deliv- 
ered unto the chief priests and the scribes; and they shall condemn. 
him to death, and shall deliver him unto the Gentiles: 34 and they 
shall mock him, and shall spit upon him, and shall scourge him, and 
shall kill him; and after three days he shall rise again. 

35 And there come near unto him *,James and John, the sons 
of Zebedee, saying unto him, Teacher, we would that thou shouldest 
do for us whatsoever we shall ask of thee. 36 And he said unto 
them, What would ye that I should do for you? 37 And they said 
unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and 
one on thy left hand, in thy glory. 38 But Jesus said unto 
them, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink the cup that 
I drink? or to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? 
39 And they said unto him, We are able. And Jesus said unto 
them, The cup that I drink ye shall drink; and with the baptism 
that I-am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 40 but to sit on my 
right hand or on my left hand is not mine to give; but it is for them 
for whom it hath been prepared. 41 And when the ten heard it, 
they began to be moved with indignation concerning +? James and 
John. 42 And Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye 
know that they who are accounted to rule over the Gentiles lord 
it over them; and their great ones exercise authority over them: 
43 But it is not so among you: but whosoever would become great 
among you, shall be your *minister; 44 and whosoever would be 
first among you, shall be *servant of all. 45 For the Son of man 
also came not to be ministered unto, but to. minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for’ many. 

2Or, Jacob. *Or, servant. *Gr., bondservant. 


American Standard Version copyright, i929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 
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- The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C, McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE greatest of all journeys recorded 
in human history was this last jour- 
ney of our Lord to Jerusalem. The 
Bible records many important journeys — 
of. Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and the chil- 
dren of Israel; and all of*these were a 
preparation for that journey of the Sav- 
iour, as indeed the whole Bible story leads 
up to this great hour. The hour toward 
which all his life had pointed was at hand, 
the hour of the Cross and also of his glory 
(John 2: 4; 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20; 12: 23; 13: 
I} 17:1). On this journey we meet one 
of 'the tragedies of the Gospel, the Apostles’ 
response to his prophecy of the Cross: 
they were occupied with their own glory. 
They learned later to take up the cross. 
Let us also face the Cross, and thus face 
toward life, following him who is the Light. 
The Historical Setting 
Our Lord’s last journey to Jerusalem is 
treated in Matthew 19 and 20, in Mark 10, 
in Luke 9:51 to 19:28. This final pre- 
diction of his death, before his arrival in 
Jerusalem, took place just before he entered 
Jericho, and thus was but a few days before 
the last week of his life, which we judge 
was in April of A. D. 3o. 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 10:32.—Going up to Jerusalem. 
Along with the other Passover pilgrims. 
(See Matt. 20:17; Luke 18: 31, and com- 
pare Luke 9:51; 13:22; 17: 1%; 19:11, 
28.) Jesus went before them: and they 
were amazed; and as they followed, they 
were afraid. These details, remembered so 


vividly by Peter, are given only in Mark. : 


Jesus usually walked in their midst. There 





Ransoms 
By the late Amos R. Wells 


RISON, torture, dreary cell — all 

things dark my soul can tell. Horror, 
blackness, fearful dread,— 1 am planted 
with the dead. Nothing happy, nothing 
bright, only anxious gloom of night, only 
grizzly ghosts of hope fill my prison’s 
narrow scope. YetI know, I fully know, 
for my Lord has told me so, somewhere 
out beyond me lies summer sun in sum- 
mer skies. Only fora little space dwell 
I in this prison place. Only for a little 
while wait the Father’s loving smile. For 
the Sacrifice is made and the Ransom has 
been paid; near, ah, near the blessed day 
when my chains will fall away. Mortal 
sin and mortal fear, cease! thé Rescuer 
is near. Darkness of this mortal night, 
cease! and hail the coming Light. Blessed 
Ransom from above, guerdon of the 
Father’s love, .earnest of the Saviour’s 
heart, ah, how heavenly good thou art! 











was probably a majesty in Christ’s bear- 
ing and an expression in his steadfast face 
that startled them and caused them to fear. 
He took again the twelve. Took them 
aside from the crowd. The third direct 
revelation of the cross recorded (Mark 8: ; 
31; 9:31). Tell them what things should 
happen. In answer to their amazement and 
their fear. 


Verse 33.—Shall condemn him to death, 
and shall deliver him to the Gentiles. The 
first mention of condemnation by the Jews, 
and deliverance to the Gentiles. 


Verse 34—Mock him ... scourge... 
spit upon. him. A most remarkable revela- 
tion, in its exactness, and in its emphasis 
upon these imdescribably shameful things 
(Mark 8:31; Isa. 50:6; 52:14). Shall 
kill him. “And after that have no more 
that they can do” (Luke 12: 4). 


Verse 35.—The sons of Zebedee. Mat- 
thew says the mother came with them (20: 
20, 21). Zebedee (Mark 1:20) may have 
been. dead at this time. The mother was 
Salome, and was probably the sister of 
Mary, the mother of Jesus: (cf. Matt. 27: 
56; Mark 15:40; 16:1; John 19:25). Do 
for us whatsoever we shall desire. Not a 
presumptuous demand that he promise be- 
forehand to grant the desire, but rather 
their way of announcing that they had an 
important request. 


_Verse 37-—That we may sit, one on thy 
right hand, and the other on thy left hand. 
The two places of special’ honor (Psa. 45: ° 
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9; t10:1; Acts 7:55). In thy glory. That 
is, in the coming Kingdom, which they ex- 
pected “immediately” to appear (Luke 19: 
11). The Lord had told them (it may have 
been just the day before) that when he 
sat on the throne of his glory, they also 
would sit on twelve thrones (Matt. 19: 28). 


Verse 38—Ye know not what ye ask. 
Because they had not understood about: the 
suffering which is to precede the glory (2 
Tim. 2: 12; Rev. 3:21; Rom. 8:17; 1 Pet. 
1:11). Can ye drink of the cup that I 
drink of? A “cup” is a symbol fora por- 
tion in life, whether of joy, or punishment, 
or sorrow (Psa. 16:5; 23:5; 116: 13; Isa. 
51:17; Jer. 49:12; Matt. 26:39; John 
18:11). And be baptized with the baptism. 
Another figure for the sorrow that is to 
overwhelm him (Psa. 42:7). A baptism 
of blood, .See Luke 12: 50. 


Verse 39—We can. Not altogether a 
light-hearted boast, for these Sons of Thun- 
der did want to go all the way with their 
Lord. Ye shall indeed drink. By his grace 


‘they would fellowship with his suffering, 


though they foresaw neither the suffering 
nor the power of his grace to fit them for 
it. James within fourteen. years gave his 
life, — first martyr of the twelve (Acts 
12:1, 2). John endured sufferings and per- 
secution longer than any of the twelve, — 
for seventy or eighty years. 


Verse 40.—Not mine to give. That is, 
arbitrarily, as a@ matter of favoritism. But 
. for whom it is prepared. Meaning, 
“not mine to give except to those for whom 
it is prepared.” Prepared “by the Father” 
(Matt. 20: 23), but given also by the Son, 
for they are one. 


Verse 41.—When the ten heard it. Such 
things will always be heard. Much dis- 
pleased: “Moved with indignation.” Not 
horrified at the brothers’ misunderstanding 
of Christ, but at the attempted advantage 
they were seeking to gain over the ten. 

Verse 43.—But ... not... among you. 
His order for all his followers, for all time. 
Whosoever will be great among you. You 
also are to seek to be great, but on another 
plan. Your minister. The word from 
which we get “deacon.” 

Verse 44.—The chiefest. 
great, but the first of all. 
of all, That is, a “bondslave,” serving all 
the others; thus he completes the contrast 
between God’s ways and man’s. 


Verse 45.—Even the Son of man, Ever 
he is what he teaches. The spoken and 
written Word is incarnate in the living 
Word. Came not to be ministered unto. 
How well they knew that this summed up 
his every word and act. But to minister. 
And the disciple is to be as his Lord. To 
give his life a ransom for many. This, he 
alone could do, and they could not follow. 
See Special Topics. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Lord Jesus faced the Cross all his 
life. As a boy of twelve he must be about 
his Father’s business. At his baptism he 
was proclaimed the Lamb of God. - His 
ministry was ever to the end that he might 
give his life a ransom for many. His 
mother did not understand, his brethren 
did not believe, John the Baptist ques- 
tioned concerning him, his nation rejected 
him, his nearest and dearest disciples mis- 
understood. But the Lord of glory stead- 


Not simply 
Shall be servant 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
6. May 7.—Jesus Faces the Cross 
Mark 10 ; 32-52 
7. May 14.—Jesus Asserts His Kingship. 
Mark 11 : 1-33 
8 May 21.—Jesus Answers His Adversaries. 
Mark 12: 1-44 
9. May 28.—Jesus. and His Friends. 
Mark 13:1 to 14:9 
10. June 4.—Jesus Faces Betrayal and Denial. 
Mark 14°: 10-72 
11. June 11.—Jesus on the Cross ..Mark 15 : 1-47 
12. June 18.—Jesus Rises from the Dead. 
Mark -16 : 1-20 
13. June 25.— Review: Jesus Our Lord and 


Saviour. 
Third Quarter 


1. July 2—Joshua. Joshua, Chapters 1-6, 23, 24 
2. July 9.—Caleb --Numbers 13; Joshua 14 








fastly set his face toward the Cross. He 
himself, who was the Highest, emptied 
himself and took the lowest place, became 
servant of all, and as Man won the highest 
place. He calls on his disciples to face the 
Cross: first to accept the Ransom freely 
made for our sin, thus becoming. united 
with him in his death; then to deny 
self and follow him, sharing his suffering, 
that we may also share his glory (1 Pet. 

11; Rom. 8:17). We must choose the 
mind of Christ (Phil. 2: 6-11), or the mind 
of Satan (Isa. 14: 12-20). 


Lesson Outlines 
FaAcInG THE Cross 


1. Is the cure for false thinking re- 
garding salvation. 

2. The cure for selfish and worldly 
living. 

3. The cure for pride of heart, seeking 
the glory that is of man, instead of the 
glory that comes from the only God. 


Tue Lord AND THE DISCIPLES 


1. The Steadfast Saviour leading way 
to Jerusalem: the disciples follow, amazed 
and fearful (Mark 10: 32). 


2. The Lord plainly predicting suffer- 
ings and death and resurrection: dis- 
ciples understanding not (10: 33, 34). 


3. Disciples seeking glorious thrones: 
the King gently pointing way to true 
greatness through suffering and minister- 
ing (10: 35-44). 

4. The Ministering Master the exam- 
ple for disciples in their ministry: the 
atoning Saviour the vicarious ransom for 
sinful men (10: 45). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Atonement. Our Lord’s first definite 
declaration of the sacrificial, vicarious, and 
substitutionary nature of his death is that 
in the remarkable verse, Mark 10: 45 (also 
Matt. 20: 28) : “te give his life a ransom for 
many.” The word “for” means “instead 
of.” The word “many” is in contrast to 
the “one” who gave his life, and is equiva- 
lent to “all” (1 Tim. 2:6). The word 
“ransom,” from the word “to loose,” means 
to redeem, paying the price, as for a life 
(Exod, 21: 30), to free a captive (Isa. 45: 
13), to redeem a slave (Lev. 25:51). 

Christ died in place of the sinner, paying 
the eternal death penalty of sin, thus re- 
moving the hindrance to God’s forgiving 
sin and justifying man and uniting him to 
a holy God. Fatally false “theories” of 
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the atonement are those that suggest that 
the hindrance to be removed was in man 
(the moral influence theory) or that it was 
in-the law of. God (the governmental -the- 
ory). The hindrance was in the holy God 
himself. He could not forgive sin for 
which the penalty was not paid.. He was 
propitiated. He was reconciled to man 
through the death of Christ, and his am- 
bassadors may now preach: “Be ye rec- 
onciled to God” (2 Cor.'5: 19, 20), Christ’s 
death was for all (1 Tim. 2:6; Heb. 2:9; 
1 John 2:2; 2 Cor. 5:14, R. V.; John 3: 
16). The ground of our redemption ‘is the 
blood of Christ; the condition is faith 
(Rom, 3: 25). 

Prophecies of the Cross. New Testa- 
ment prophecies: Matthew 12: 40; 16: 21; 
17:9, 12, 22, 23; 20:18, 19; Mark 8:31; 
9: 12, 31; 10: 32-34; Luke 2: 35; 9: 22, 31, 
44; 17:25; 18: 31-33; John 1: 29, 36, 51; 
2:10; 3:.143 6: §2; BS aB; 10: i1,. 17; 193 
II: 49-52; 12:7, 23, 24, 32). (Also pre- 
dictions at the Last Supper.) Some Old 
Testament prophecies: Genesis 3:15; 
Psalms 16, 18, 22, 69; Isaiah 50:6; 52: 13 
to 53:12; Daniel 9:26; Zechariah 13:6, 
7. 

Other Special Topics. .Humiliation and 
Exaltation of Christ. Suffering. The 
Coming Kingdom. Parallel accounts. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Face the Cross, and accept the Ransom, 
The fact of the Cross is a call to us to 
face the fact of sin and of our lost condi- 
tion. He gave his life a ransom for me, 
Have I accepted it? 


Seek to be “great in the sight of thé 
Lord” (Luke 1:15). Christ does not re- 
buke an ambition to be great, but he points 
the way to the only real greatness: (1) 
denying self, taking lowest place; (2) 
serving others; (3) following Christ in 
death and resurrection, fellowshiping in 
his sufferings (Phil. 3:10, 11; Rom. 6: 
4-6; Col. 1:24). 

Seek to preach the Cross. It is the fash- 
ion today to preach against the Cross, or 
to ignore it, or to take it for granted. Never 
was there greater need for faithful preach- 
ing of Christ our Ransom at home and in 
the foreign mission field. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The world’s great one is he who is most 
served; God’s great one is he who most 
serves, : 

Seeking to solve the sin problem without 
preaching Christ as the Ransom is like 
seeking to grasp the glory without the 
Cross. 

The Man who was lifted up on the Cross, 
lowest depths of shame, is the Man who 
is now lifted up high above all else in 
Heaven and on earth. 

Our Lord opened the eyes of blind Barti- 
mzus, but it was a greater miracle to open 
the spiritual eyes of his blind disciples, 

“Life-changers” who do not preach Christ 
as a Ransom for men who are under the 
death penalty of sin, are scraping the sur- 
face of the sore and leaving the real cancer 
untouched. 

Let us repeat to every burdened heart 
we meet, the message they gave to Barti-" 
mzus: “Be of good cheer ... he calleth 
thee.”  - . 


Cotumpera, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character, 
They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times _ staff,—Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane, 
Have you tried ge nee nage. of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as eve: on a later page of 
this issue? 


OW many times in Mark’s Gospel, before 
this passage in 10: 32-34, is there re- 
corded a description of the cross or ref- 

erence to it by our Lord himself? 


2. How could the disciples misunderstand 
such plain words as Christ gave concerning 
his death and resurrection ? 


3. What further facts are given by Matthew 
concerning this request made by James and 
ohn, on this journey to Jerusalem? 


4. What significant thing did the Lord say 
to James and John, throwing a flood of light 
upon our prayers? 


5. How can we be assured of praying ac- 
cording to the will of God? 


6. If Christ gave his life a ransom, to 
whom was the ransom paid? Should not 
God forgive sin without the payment of a 
ransom? , 


7. Will there be degrees of rewards in 
Heaven, and differences in positions of honor? 


8. Luke says that the blind man was healed 
before Jesus entered into Jericho. Mark says 
that this was after he went out of Jericho. 
How do we know that this is not a contra- 
diction ? 

-9. What added fact is also recorded by 
Matthew about the gift of sight to blind Barti- 
mzus, on this same journey? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


i we 
‘The ‘Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 
.™ each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
ufged not to-send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the' conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be a by the 
editors, which might otherwise available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
_lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

Our: Lord’s Loving Purpose.—And he 
. . . began to. tell them what things should 
happen unto him (v. 32). “The other 
day,” writes Dr. Gray, in the January 
Moody. Bulletin, “I read of a traveler in 
Portugal who saw a fisherman’s wife at 
the waterside holding an infant child by 
the hand. They were opposite a deep and 
dangerous spot, and the mother was lead- 
ing the -boy toward the brink. When the 
ripples of the water wet his feet he was 
alarmed and clung-to her. But with soft 
and affectionate caresses she led him there 
again and again, until at length, emboldened 
by her encouragement, he toddled down 
alone. The traveler trembled at the risk 
and uttered an exclamation, for a few feet 
farther the water deepened dangerously. 
But there was no real cause for alarm. 


The mother’s eye was on the boy and her - 


hand was ready to catch him before he 
went too far. ‘What are you doing?’ the 
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traveler asked. ‘Drawing out his fear,’ the 
woman answered. Ah, dear friends,” says 
Dr. Gray, “there is a tenderer, surer Hand 
that guides our earthly way, ‘Drawing out 
our fear.” So Christ by an. oft reitera- 
tion of the worst that lay before him led 
his disciples to the very brink of the abyss 
itself and pointed to them the hope of the 
resurrection—Sent by Harold Reese, Wil- 
liamston, Mich. 


A Great General’s Christian Sacrifice. 
—But so shall it not be among you (v. 43). 
How unlike the spirit of the hour is the 
story of Chinese Gordon. For his service 
in China the Government sought to re- 
ward him, but he declined all honors. 
Money and titles he scorned, but he ac- 
cepted a medal inscribed with his name 
and his thirty-three engagements because 
it could not well be refused. After his 
tragic death the medal could nowhere be 
traced. What a revelation of the great 
soldier’s unselfishness unfolds when we 
learn that the medal was sent to the poor 
of Manchester during the famine, with an 
anonymous letter requesting the ore be 
melted down and used for the hungry chil- 
dren of the city. Then in his diary he 
wrote these words: “The last and only 
thing I have in this world that I value I 
have given over to the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
—From. The Evangelical. Christian. Sent 
by Aileen Nicholson, Hamilton, Ontario, 
Can. Prize illustration. . 


What “Justified” Means.—And to give 
his life a ransom for many (v. 45). Asa 
speaker at the Student Conference at Amer- 
ica’s Keswick put it, “Justified is really 
just-as-if-I’d. God looks at me, if I have 
really accepted his Son, just-as-if-I’d never 
sinned.”—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Is This the Right Road Home?—He 
stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem 
(Golden Text). 


Is this the right road home, O Lord? 
The clouds are dark and still, 
The stony path is hard to tread, 
Each step brings some fresh ill. 
I thought the way would brighter grow, 
And that the sun with warmth would glow, 
And joyous songs from free hearts flow 
Is this the Right Road Home? . 
Yes, child, this very path I trod, 
The clouds were dark for Me, 
The stony’ path was sharp and hard. 
Not sight, but faith, could see 
That at the end the sun shines bright, 
Forever where there is no night, 
And glad hearts rest from earth’s fierce fight. 
It IS the Right Road Home! 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Téaching by Objects 
Py Ethel S. Low 





Materia: A little girl with a 
maid’s cap and .apron, 











HY does our little girl wear this cap 
and apron? To show that she is a 
servant. You. see chauffeurs wearing a 
livery ; the postman and the policeman, the 
soldier and the nurse, each with their dis- 


tinctive uniform,’ telling us they are serv- - 


ants. 
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about the thousands of sales people in our 
stores, a very small percentage of whom 
wear uniforms? Are our teachers sery- 
ants? What about our physicians, lawyers, 
and ministers? Are bankers and capitalists 
servants? 

Just what is a servant? I think Jesus 
gave us the best definition when he said 
that. he, though he was God’s own Son, 
“came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister” (Matt. 20: 28). A servant is one 
who ministers to another, does something 
for him. A servant doesn’t do his own will, 
he does the will of his master. The world 
doesn’t regard servants very highly. The 
greatest people, in the eyes of the world, 
are the rich and the rulers, those who have 
many servants to do their bidding. 

But Christ set a different standard 
for greatness, absolutely contrary to the 
world’s standard. What was it? 

Mopesto, Cat. 
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The Busy Men’s Comer 
By William H. Ridgway 


“One of the Hands!”—One. on thy right 
hand and the. other on thy left hand (Mark 


10:37). The natural question is, Why?. 
Was it for power or for love? Was it. 


ambition or devotion? Nearly all of us 
are moved by mixed motives. Here in the 


Zebedee family was both love and devotion, . 
plus an eye for the main chance. Nor did. 


Jesus rebuke them. Every man (and his 
mother) should always try to get on the 


right and left of anything supremely good. | 


Mr. Employer likes the man who has his 
eye on the right and left place. The de- 
sire in the heart is likely to be the first 
step toward the high place. Out in the 
countryside they say, “If you aim at the 
sun you will not hit the rail fence.” Jesus 
seemed to like the live, active, pushing, 


restless, impulsive type of men, as evidenced - 


in his three closest friends, James, John, 


and Peter. The first two, you may remem-~ 


ber, were called “Sons of Thunder” by our 
Lord, and Peter could be called (by in- 
ference), “Get-thee-behind-me-Satan.” In 
other words, these three disciples were of 
the pushing, aggressive type (Luke 9: 54; 
Matt. 16: 23). 

One of the great business men of the 


country, head of one of the largest corpora-- 


tions, with some 20,000 employees says 


this: “Give me the man with too much pep © 


every time. I can put a harness on -over- 
enthusiasm, and a curb to check it if needed, 
better than I can pull a load with an un- 
willing horse.” The sons of Zebedee, with 
Peter, had a Master who. knew how to 
puta “harness” upon them and make them 
a most wonderful team to carry the mes- 
sage of salvation to a dying world. In 
only a little while this favorite inner circle 
of the Lord Jesus, trained and “curbed,” 
and under the guiding skill of the Holy 
Spirit, will indeed be right and left hand 
team mates with Peter on the lead. Every 
horseman who reads this note will close 
his eyes and vision this spanking Gospel 
team sweeping down the centuries! 

The Winning Combination.—We are 
able (v. 39, R. V.). This is how we 
know James and John were just young fel- 
lows. This has ever been the clear and 


‘ convineing cty of the-clean young man sure 
‘Do all servants wear uniforms? What ~ 


of himself. Suppose you read here of Jona- 





on 





Lesson for May 7 


than in 1 Samuel 14:6-15. It is the spirit 
of youth that adopts for. a slogan, “We are 
able,” and goes ahead and dées things even 
to the founding of a new religion in the 
world. 

On a trip through New York State. I ran 
across on the train an old college buddie, 
Bill Jones. How glad you are to run up 
against old cronies when you are away 
from home! “Jonesey” is a hardware mer- 
chant of Philadelphia. “What are you do- 
ing up this way?” I asked. “Going around 
visiting my old trade,” explained Bill, 
“Don’t make much new trade any more,” 
he added. “Why not?” “Well, you see, I 
am mighty easy turned down nowadays,” 
said the grizzled old fellow with the sus- 
picion of a sigh. 

You can’t turn down the young “We-are- 
ables.” They just camp on the premises. 
“Got to marry him to get shut of him,” 
explained the girl. Got to give the “We-are- 
able” an order to get him off the office 
door step. James and John had no idea 
what was ahead of them. Jesus knew. “Can 
ye drink of the cup?” No young man 
knows the traps, the temptations, the devil- 
tries that lie ahead of him. So he pitches 
in and goes trustfully ahead whether it is 
inventing a machine and getting cheated out 
of it, or writing a masterpiece and starving 
ina garret. 

This is why I spend the years in trying 
to tie young men up to Heaven. The Lord 
Jesus knows all the way your youth, pep, 
ginger, enthusiasm is likely to drive you, 
and he is the one who can save you from 
the traps, and pick you: up when you stub 
your toe and fall. Here is the winning 
combination, young fellow: “We are able” 
and “Lo, I am with you.” 


Among Humans.—TJhey began to be 
moved with indignation (v. 41, R. V.). The 
rest of the disciples were tarred with the 
same stick (Mark 9: 33, 34; Luke 22: 24). 
It is perfectly right for anyone to seek 
honor and power when it can be done with- 
out injury in any way to others. Mrs, 
Zebedee and the boys, to use Coatesville 
langwidge, had simply “beat ’em to it!” 
As David Harum would say, the Zebedees 
appear to have acted upon the countryside 
version of the Golden Rule, “Do what the 
other fellow is goin’ to do, but do it fust.” 

Just once and only once was there a 
strike in the Coatesville mills. The men 
had been “out” through the long, cold, and 
hungry winter. Jake Potter, the best heater 
on the creek, went to Dr. Huston and said, 


~“Doctor, I’ve had enough of this foolish- 


ness, and am ready to go to work.” “Be 
here Monday,” replied Dr. Huston. When 
the news got: out the crowd at Tom Reece’s 
cigar . store booed, “Oh, you _ scab!” 
“Y-a-a-s,” complacently sneered Jake, “and 
your women folks told my Mary Jane you 
fellows were planning to be at the gate 
next Monday.” . Jake had arrived first and 
got that credit for breaking the foolish 
strike, the others planned to get. 

“Oh, you big pig!” cried the little boy 
at the party, when the little girl took the 
big peach he had his eye on. Every dis- 
ciple most likely had his eye on.a big place, 
But the Zebedees were the quick acting ones, 
and as ‘has been said, with Peter, the other 
quick actor, became Jesus’ nearest friends. 

Never ‘forget, this. old Book is a human 
document, with Jesus a real man connect- 


ing himself with real men of like passions . 
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as we are today. Right here under the 
baneful shadow of the cross behold these 
human emotions at play. The Book we 
study is fresh today. Lord Lytton says 
this: “In science read the newest works ; 
in literature the oldest. The classics are 
always modern.” The Bible is the classic 
of all classics, and is perennially modern 
and up to the minute. 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Principal Point “I can’t— but God can.” 


z:. How the Lord Jesus foretold his suf- 
~fering amd death. 


2. The courage of the Lord Jesus. 





3. Doing hard things in his strength. 








E HAVE a wonderful prophecy in 

our lesson today! To prophesy usually 
means to foretell an event before it actually 
happens. The Bible is full of prophecies. 
Some of them have already come to pass, 
but there are many others which are yet 
to be fulfilled. We know that they will 
surely come to pass, because of the ones 
that already have. 

In our lesson we read of how the Lord 
Jesus foretold all that would happen to 
him after he reached Jerusalem, and how 
he would rise again from the grave on the 
third day after he was buried. How hard 
it must have been for the Lord Jesus to 
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go up to Jerusalem, knowing. of all the 
pain and suffering that awaited him there, 
and that he would even be separated from 
his Father; for God could not look at him 
while he was bearing our sin. 

Emphasize the fact that sin separates ‘us 
from God. We cannot approach him with 
any sin in our hearts, but the Lord Jesus 
died to take away our sin; and, clothed in 
the beautiful garment of his righteousness, 
we can go directly into the presence of God. 

Stress how brave the Lord Jesus was! 
We read that the disciples were “amazed” 
at his courage. They were “afraid” and 
lagged behind, while he went on before. 
Bring out the thought that his bravery won 
Victory for us. We may face the hard 
things of our lives in his strength now, 
knowing that if we are true to him, he will 
always give us victory in the, end (Phil. 
4:13). 

John and Mary lived with their parents 
on an island in the middle of a wide river. 
This island was joined to the mainland by 
a narrow strip of land. One winter’s day 
their parents had to go away to buy pro- 
visions, and while they were away, the river 
began to overflow its bariks. Higher and 
higher it rose, till the island was almost 
separated from the mainland. It was get- 
ting dark, and John decided he must go for ° 
help ‘before it was too late. “But how will 
you ever keep to the path in the dark now 
it is nearly covered with water?” cried 
his little sister, in her fear. “I can’t — but 
God can,” replied John, as he stepped 
bravely out on his adventure. Before very 
long he had not only gotten safely to the 
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mainland, but had managed to get the help 
he ‘néeded to save his little sister and his 
home. 

If we, like John, do the hard things in 
our lives, in God’s strength, we will always 
be victorious. Repeat the Memory Verse. 
God is calling for knightsto fight against 
sin and Satan, and he has promised to give 
them all the strength and power that they 
need. Will you become one of his knights 
today? 

Expression Work 


Let the children look up 1 Corinthians 
15:57, and discuss with them things over 
which they may gain the victory through 
Jesus Christ. 


' Yor, Enc. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that it is possible for us to 
share in the sufferings of our Lord. We can- 
not know by any experience of ours the depth 
of the agony that he faced, for sin has not 
been laid upon us as a burden to bear as it 
was upon him. May we follow him in our 
thought as he turned toward Jerusalem and 
Calvary. May we understand more than we 
have ever understood about the great signifi- 
cances of the conversations with his disciples 
by the way. May we realize anew that great 
sacrifice underlies great service, and that we 
who follow. him must lay down our lives at his 
feet, and deny ourselves, and abide with him to 
the end. May our lives not be a long experi- 
ence of ministry of others to ourselves, but 
may they be marked by the ministry that we 
can exercise toward others, in the name of 
him who gave his life a ransom for many. 
We ask this in his dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It costs something to 
be first. You cannot lead your class in 
school without cost. Those who have be- 
come great in the service of others have 
been willing to pay the price of hard work, 
and have put aside many things that are 
very attractive, and have looked steadily 
toward the goal that was set before them. 
James and John wanted to be in the most 
prominent place with their Lord. It was 
good to be with him anywhere in earth or 
in Heaven, but not for the sake of promi- 
nence. What our Lord Jesus said to the 
disciples, he is saying to us today, “Who- 
soever will be great among you, shall be 


your minister: and whosoever of you will 


be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. 
For even the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many.” What 
have you given to him, and what have you 
done for him, in his name, for others? De 
you really want to be great? Then take 
the lowly path of service, in his name, and 
follow him. Let us pray. 





ACRIFICED 


UFFERING 
THE UFFICIENT 
AVIOUR 


WILL YOU FOLLOW HIM? 











Don’t you want a handy binder in which 
to keep your copies of Tue Sunpay 
ScHoo. Times? Send in four Get Ac- 
quainted subscriptions (25 cents, edch, for 
Io weeks) and the binder is yours (price 
of the binder, $1). 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for May 7) 


1. Mark 8: 313; 9:9, 12 only, with ro: 38, 
45 immediately to follow. 


2. They had their minds intent on the com- 
ing glorious Kingdom, and had no conception 
of Christ’s rising and ascending to the Father, 
and from his throne on high directing a proc- 
lamation of the Gospel throughout the world. 


3. The mother of these two joined her re- 
quest to theirs, or made theirs for them, ac- 
cording to Matthew 20: 20-28. 


4. “Ye know not what ye ask.” 


5. By letting the Holy Spirit guide our 
prayer. 


6. The ransom was paid to the Triune God. 
God required blood, and he furnished his own 
biood as payment. God could not forgive 
any sin unless the full penalty of that sin 
were paid. The ransom satisfied his divine 


justice, which is an expression of his divine_ 


nature, his holy person himself. 


7. Christ clearly intimated that there would 
be places of honor on his right and on his 
left, and differences in the degree of glory 
among his glorified children. These differ- 
ences do not depend on whether we are saved, 
but Be gy our faithfulness after we have 
saved. 


8. All the apparent contradictions in the 
Gospels on which full light has come have 
been proved to be not contradictions. And 
not one has been proved to be a contradiction. 
One explanation of the present case is that 
our Lord was leaving the old Jericho, and 
entering the new Jericho, when the healing 
took place. The true explanation may be some- 
thing else, but the Gospel writers have so 
attested themselves as inspired and free from 
error that we know there is an explanation. 
Apart from that, even from a natural stand- 
point it is very unlikely that the writers would 
make a mistake of that kind. 


9. Mark tells only of Bartimzus’ prayer 
and its granting; Matthew tells that there 
were two blind men healed at this same time, 
of whom Bartimzus evidently was one, 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The place of the cross in Christ’s life. 


2. The principle of the cross in Christian 
living: as Mark records Jesus’ words re- 
vealing both. 


HIS is not the first time Mark has 

mentioned Jesus’ unveiling of his rap- 
idly approaching death to these first fol- 
lowers, but it is the fullest explanation to 
be found in this Gospel, until Mark records 
the whole story of the cross itself. 


1. Help ;our girls to see and feel the 
supreme emphasis our Lord put upon the 
place his own death on that cross held 
in his own life. Each detail Mark gives in 
description of this last journey up to Jeru- 
salem is fraught with meaning; each word 
the Lord.spoke to these twelve is heavy 
with import. The Twelve evidently felt it, 
too, as they foliowed him, but they were 
“afraid” of what they only dimly perceived. 

Hear him speaking in plain detail of the 
manner of his shameful death, and with 
equal plainness of his resurrection — 
neither being understood by his amazed lis- 
teners. That he must so die, and so rise 
again; that he must drink this cup and re- 
ceive this baptism of supreme suffering to 
accomplish the purpose of his coming into 
the world — but of this necessity that was 
weighing down upon his soul with the load 
of all the sins of the world they thought 
not at all, but only of the power and glory 
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of the kingdom they still thought he in- 
tended to set -up here in his own nation! 
2. Now, help your girls to: hear his in- 
escapable teaching about the principle of 
the cross in the lives of those who would 
belong -to his true Kingdom. “Ye know 
not what ye ask,” he said to foolish James 
and John. “But would you know. the real 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





JESUS FACES THE CROSS 
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Lesson for May 7 


power and greatness of my kingdom?” 
That is to be found only in becoming. the 
servant of all—not the lord and master, 
but the minister of all, like him who had 
come among them “not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life 
a ranso.n for many.” 

Is there a girl among yours with high 
ambitions for herself, a consuming desire 
to be one of this world’s great ones? Is 
she. also a follower of the lowly Jesus? Or 
does she long to be? Help her to see and 
hear him, on this last and courageous jour- 
ney into the very hands of his earthly en- 
emies as he teaches that self must be laid 
down in service, forgotten and denied for 
others’ sake if we would know anything 
of that true greatness of soul that took him 
to the cross for our sakes. 

Is this hard for your girls to accept? Tell 
them how this very young man, Mark, 
doubtless as eagerly ambitious as any one 
of them, found his’ own final happiness 
and greatness (so that he is still serving 
us, in this very record of his Master!) 
when he laid aside all of self and became 
the servant of others in carrying the Gos- 
pel to the Greek world of his day. Read 
and explain to them Acts 13:13; 15:37- 
39; 2 Timothy 4: 11, and others. 


Home Study 


Memorize this week Mark 10: 42-45— 
a guiding principle for all of life. 


Decatur, Ga. 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “A Rendezvous With Death.” 


Discussion: Name some of the very defi- 
nite claims the Lord Jesus Christ has upon 
us, for thought, time, service, money, sac- 
rifice. 


Objective: Imitating Jesus Christ. 


AY, fellows, Alan Seegar wrote his 
famous poem, “I have a rendezvous 
with Death,” while he lay upon his cot 
in “Blighty,” recovering from the wousds 
he had ‘suffered while trying to “hold the 
Germans back” in Flanders. He was all 
impatient to rejoin his regiment at the 
front, though somehow he felt that his 
next wounds would be fatal. So his lines 
were a true prophecy: 
I have a rendezvous with Death 
At some disputed barricade, 
When spring comes back with rustling shade 
And apple blossoms fill the air... 
I have a rendezvous with Death... 
And to my pledged word I’m true: 
I shall not fail that rendezvous. 


As soon as the surgeons would release 
him, he rejoined his colors, and sure 
enough, a few weeks later, in the .spring- 
time while the poppies were blooming, he 
was killed in battle. 

There is s6mething very inspiring in that. 
A young man faces death and writes poetry 
about it. I would never say anything to 
dim the glory of it; and yet when we think 
of the Lord Jesus steadfastly setting his 
face toward Jerusalem (Luke 9:51) and 
the inevitable cross on Calvary we have to 
adjust our vision to a much higher level. 
The Lord had no martial music to nerve 
him to the fray. There was no spectacular 
“going over the top” with the shouts. of 
comrades in his ears. There was no note 
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of uncertainty which might hold after all 
the possibility of his escaping death. No, 
it was stark reality with the Lord Jesus, 
and what he had to do was—alone. No 
comrades shouting; rather, comrades de- 
serting him; even God-forsaken for the mo- 
ment. Yet forward he went, step by step, 
to certain death — and the most cruel death. 
And he knew just what it would be. 
Now heré come James and John at a 


time like this, asking special favors in self-- 


ish interest. What a contrast! Pushing 
themselves up, while Jesus their Lord was 
pushing himself down. 

You wonder at that, fellows. Yet, if 
we take a fair look at ourselves, we may 
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discover we are doing pretty much the 
same thing. How often we are pulling for 
self — when the cause for which the Lord 
Jesus died is languishing. If you had 
crawled into a shell hole with Alan Seegar 
you would have shared the -last drop of 
water in your canteen with him. But we 
let the Lord Christ suffer and die (His 
cause, which is the same as He) while we 
fatten ourselves on the things he has given 
us. 

It is not right, fellows. Think it over. 
Look around you and see if there is not 
a clear call to you to help some one in 
the name of Christ, for whom he died. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
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Moffatt’s’ Monumental Work on Grace 








Grace In the New Testament. By James Moffatt, D.D., Litt.D., LLD. (Ray 
Long and Richard R. Smith, Inc., New York, $3.) 


R. MOFFATT has produced a tre- 

mendous work. It is worthy of his 
reputation at its best. For the author must 
be recognized as one of the great intel- 
lectuals of our day. A vast amount’ of 
study coveririg a great many years is con- 
centrated in these pages. It is hardly a 
book for the masses. It will take a dis- 
cerning student to be able to make a proper 
use of the contents. 

The author carries his reader through 
all the variegated nuances of grace. He 
gives the antecedent and contemporaneous 
etymology of the word in Greek literature. 
This is preparatory to New Testament 
teaching. As an etymological study it is 
difficult to see how the volume could be 
surpassed. There is no lack of interesting 
but exacting detail. Its intellectual insight 
is brilliant. 

All this deepens one’s regret that Dr. 
Moffatt’s monumental work contains many 
grave departures from spiritual truth. 

His explanation of a transmission from 
Greek philosophy to Christianity cannot be 
regarded as satisfactory. He seems to 
teach an evolution of religions when he 
writes: “Historically, the interest of this 
period, from about 150 B. C. to A. D. 150, 
is that under a breath of God there was a 
simultaneous and varied rise of such ‘grace- 
movements’ throughout the world.” If that 
were true, why should Paul have to con- 
tend with Greek wisdom and assert, “Hath 
not God made foolish the wisdom of this 
world?” 

Perhaps the weakest part of the book is 
the section in which we would naturally 
look for the strongest demonstration. This 
is the division, “Jesus and Grace.” Only 
twenty pages are devoted to it, while fifty- 
one are given to antecedents. The reason 
for this is that Dr. Moffatt has so little 
material to work on! According to his 
estimate, “Jesus never speaks of grace, and 
none of his disciples ever applied the word 
to him.” Yet we have the testimony of 
John 1:14, 17: “And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us ... full of grace 
and truth. ... For the law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ.” 

Part D is the largest division, and deals 
with Paul’s views on grace. The author 
is undoubtedly at his best in his intensely 


intellectual interpretations of grace as 
found in the Pauline Epistles. Frequently 
he is quite satisfying with his statements. 
Devout. Christians will not fail to under- 
stand and appreciate him when they read 
his words: “Faith therefore is self-sur- 
render or self-dedication to the Lord who 
has thus come before the soul as the De- 
liverer from evil. . . . Grace is favor and 
love to the undeserving. Only those who 
are prepared to acknowledge that they are 
unworthy can put faith in the Giver of 
grace.” While good from the limits of the 
quotation, grace covers a much yaster field 
of truth in holy positives. Some. of these 
are given in different portions of the book. 

After stating how we are saved by grace, 
the author leads us through different phases 
of grace, such as grace in the growing 
Christian, in suffering, in labor and _ serv- 
ice, in persecution, in divine gifts, and 
the like. Of Paul’s thorn-in-the-flesh ex- 
perience the author paraphrases the apos- 
tle in this manner: “Under outward handi- 
caps and hardships I am being sustained 
by a power not my own; it is His grace.” 
Of grace for service, he writes: “Grace 
is more than pardon;.it is power, the di- 
vine power which redeems life and also 
uses it, rendering a man efficient for serv- 
ice. 

In Part E, which deals with “After 
Paul,” one cannot be so well pleased. There 
are frequent statements which cause mis- 
givings in the midst of much material that 
is valuable. Dr. Moffatt does not believe 
that Paul wrote to Timothy or to Titus. 
He asserts: “The three homilies. called 
the Pastoral Epistles were composed by 
a disciple who wrote in Paul’s name, with 
special reference to the moral discipline of 
the faith.” This is not a statement of fact. 
It is only a passing opinion appropriated 
from destructive Liberalism. After this 
diversion we meet another in these words: 
“Grace opens up, not-into a new obedience 
or into a law of the Spirit (for in the 
Pastorals the Pauline conception of the 
Spirit is not prominent), but into a moral 
discipline of character.” - This is plainly 
contradicted bythe passage in 1 Timothy 
1: 12-17 where the declaration of grace is 
uniform with all New Testament teaching. 

The human side of the revelation of 
grace is given a preponderance far more 
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than it merits. Dr. Moffatt needs to be 
emancipated. from that Modernism which 
critically ignores or denies the reality of 
plenary inspiration, “All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God”; so Paul declared 
through the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit; but Dr. Moffatt can only see that 
“various movements have stamped and 
shaped the synoptic tradition about Jesus.” 
It.is this heavy leaning to the vagaries of 
destructive Liberalism that causes the Mof- 
fat Translation of the New Testament to 
be more of a literary interpretation than 
a trustworthy translation. His rhythmic 
rendering of Philippians 2:6-10, for ex- 
ample, cannot be accepted; it detracts from 
the full and accepted sense of the original; 
it opens the door to those Modernists whose 
main occupation is to detract from the 
glories of our Lord. 

Dr. Moffatt’s assertion that Ephesians 
was written by a Paulinist rather than by 
Paul must of course be rejected; also the 
statement that “the Jewish habit of ex- 
pressing the supreme value or ultimate 


character of anything by ascribing to it. 


pre-existence lies behind the apostle’s lan- 
guage, in the opening sentences of Ephe- 
sians, where the grace-relationship is traced 
back definitely to the eternal loving will of 
God.” . 
It is the same Modernist position that 
leads Dr. Moffatt to refer to God’s anger 
in the Old Testament as being “fitful and 
vindictive.” This would rule out the Old 
Testament as an authoritative revelation, 
for who would want to believe in a God 
capable of such petty and unworthy human 
traits? 

Such statements as these injure the value 
of the book to earnest believers who know 
that the Bible is the very Word of God. 
There are only a few places in the book 
where the Spirit of grace really catches 
one up in joyous gratitude to new eleva- 
tions. The book is vastly more intellectual 
than it is inspirational. Frequently one 
wrestles with thought among deep and 
dark words, Thus we have, in this book, 
man’s antecedent and contemporaneous 
thoughts about grace which, the author 
indicates, colored the intellectual prepara- 
tion of the apostle Paul, who in turn 
molded the opinions of the Early Church 
as to grace concepts and was afterward 
imitated by his contemporaries and succes- 
sors. Dr. Moffatt apparently ignores 
Paul’s claim in Ephesians 3:2, 3: “If ye 
have heard of the dispensation of the grace 
of God which is given me to you-ward: 
how that BY REVELATION he made known 
unto me tke mystery.” And in verse 5 
of the same passage: ‘Which in other 
ages was not made known unto the sons 
of men, as it is now REVEALED unto his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit.” It 
is evident that Paul’s “concepts” were not 
borrowed from Greek religious philoso- 
phies, nor from the Torah. The inspira- 
tional value of the Pauline revelation 
stands attested by both internal and exter- 
nal evidences (Gal. 1:15-17). Dr. Mof- 
fatt’s manifest lack of reliance upon the 
Holy Spirit accounts for so relatively small 
reference to Him. He who is the “Spirit 
of grace” receives the treatment of a casual. 
In a book in which His blessed operations 
upon human hearts and lives should have 
an unqualified pre-eminence, the Holy 
Spirit is cashiered to the status of private 
in a troop of words. 
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It is thus that the leaven is inserted in 
the meal, for there is much that is good in 
this book, But there is a mixture that is 
poisonous. That mixture stamps it as a 
work infected with the virus of modern 
rationalism. 








Dangerous Lesson Helps 




















(Concluded from page 274) 


even suggest it. It was “all the firstborn 
in the land”. who died; and the various 
firstborn in the families throughout the 
land were doubtless all the way from six 
days or six hours old to sixty years old. 
There were undoubtedly , “strong young 
men” among the firstborn, and with equal 
certainty we may know that there were in- 
fants, and middle aged, and elderly people. 
This careless mistake on the part of the 
lesson writer is characteristic of those who 
substitute their own ideas for the histori- 
cal facts plainly stated in the Bible. 

Another rather damaging slip is in two 
statements that contradict each other. We 
are told that the plague “started in the 
slums of the slave quarters,’—and the 
slaves, of course, were the Israelites; a 
moment later this writer ‘tells us that the 
“temperate and moral lives of the He- 
brews made them apparently immune to 
the plague.” Why, then, should the plague 
have started among such temperate and 
moral people? Writers are sure to con- 
tradict themselves when they begin con- 
tradicting God. 

God tells Moses of the great sign and 
ordinance of the passover that is going to 
“put a difference between the Egyptians 
and Israel” during that dread night when 
the firstborn throughout the land of Egypt 
must die. The passover lamb without 
blemish must be slain, one for every house- 
hold or house and neighbor. “And they 
shall take of the blood, and strike it on 
the two side posts and on the upper door 
post of the houses.” Then comes the 
divine promise and covenant: 


And the blood shall be to you for a 
token upon the houses where ye are: 
and when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you, and the plague shall not be 
upon you to destroy you, when I smite 
the land of Egypt. 

“Thus saith the Lord.” But the writer 
in the Baptist Sunday-school lesson help 
disagrees, and explains that “superstitivus 
Pharaoh, in a panic, told Moses to lead 
his. people away.” Superstition has to do 
with men’s imaginary fears. Pharaoh, ac- 
cording to this lesson writer, foolishly and 
fearfully supposed that Israel’s god had 
something to do with the deaths that were 
occurring in Egypt. But this modern 
writer tells us that the mysterious plague 
may have becn merely something like in- 
fantile paralysis today. So the teachers 
and pupils using this lesson help need not 
suppose that there was anything supernatu- 
ral in the plague, or miraculous in Israel’s 
deliverance. _ 

But those who believe the Bible know 
that the judgment of the death of the first- 
born throughout Egypt: was sot “God’s 
punishment on people for allowing unsani- 
tary and poverty-stricken areas.” It was 
God’s judgment upon: Pharaoh for his sin 
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of resisting God and refusing God’s com- 
mand to let ‘His people Israel go. And 
Israel’s deliverance from this death-judg- 
ment was not because of her “temperate 
and moral” living, but because of her faith 
in God’s revealed way of escape through 
the shed blood of the passover lamb. 
Other lesson articles in the same issue 
of the Baptist Adult Leader,-and on the 
same lesson, are true to the Word and in 


welcome contrast to the strange article. 


quoted. Thus the leading article says of 
the Lord’s Supper: “It is the sacrifice of 
God’s passover, who passed over in his 
condemnation of the world’s sin my sinful 
life — on account of the blood of his Son.” 
This is a very different statement from 
that which tells us that God passed over 
the Israelites, in his death judgment that 
night, because of their temperate and moral 
lives. 

The leading lesson article in THe Sun- 
pay ScHoot Times on that same lesson 
of the Passover gave the following as 
“The Heart of the Lesson,” by Robert 
C. McQuilkin: 


Redemption through the Blood, and 
only through Blood, is the’ message 
of Passover. The destroying angel 
spared only the houses with the blood- 
marked door. Christ our Passover has 
been sacrificed, in our place, as our 
Substitute. The wrath and judgment ~ 
of God fell upon him, the first-born 
and only begotten Son of God. He is 
the spotless Lamb, the chosen and kept 
Lamb, the slain Lamb, the unbroken 
Lamb, the Lamb whose blood must be 
applied and whose flesh must be eaten 
by those who would escape death and 
have life. By faith Moses instituted 
the Passover and the sprinkling of the: 
blood (Heb. 11: 28), and by faith. Is- 
rael observed it. Pharaoh did not be- 
lieve God’s word concerning the death. 
angel. But his word came to pass. Is- 
rael believed his word about life 
through the death of the lamb. His 
word came to pass. Let tus believe that 
the wages of sin is death, and that the 
free gift of God is eternal life through 
the Blood of the Lamb of God. 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times comments 


on the unscriptural teaching in the lesson 


publication of a great evangelical Protes- 
tant denomination, not in order to call spe- 
cial attention to that particular lesson’ help 
or denomination, but to remind its readers 
and Sunday-schools everywhere that’ this 
almost unbelievably unscriptural teaching 
is but one of many similar statements to 
be found in lesson helps today coming’ from 
many different denominational houses as 
well as independent publishers. There are 
some denominational helps, and some inde- 
pendent helps, that are uncompromisingly 
true to the Word. Unceasing watchfulness 
is the price of spiritual safety in this: mat- 
ter. Do you, does your pastor, does’ your 
Sunday-school superintendent, know that 
every lesson help in every department of 
your Sunday-school is true to the Scrip- 
tures? This can only be known by a pa- 
tient, thorough reading of every page and 
article of the helps in use. May we be 
faithful to our trust as Sunday-school 
teachers, remembering the word of the 
Lord Jesus Christ: ‘But whoso shall of- 
fend one of these little ones which believe 
in me, it were better for him that a mill- 
stone were hanged about his neck, and that 
he were drowned in the depth of the sea” 
(Matt. 18:6). 
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(Concluded from page 274) 


and what not to pray for, the conditions 
andthe rewards of prayer. There is noth- 
ing left unsaid if we search it out. But 
the Devil will defeat us if he can. He will 
discourage us if he can. If he cannot do 
that, he will divert us into side issues. 
If he cannot stop us in any other way, he 
will try to push us into fanaticism; for 
fanaticism and consecration live in the same 
block. 

The remedy for all this is the Holy 
Spirit. We are to seek the mind of the 
We must ask the Holy Spirit to 
make plain to us how, when, where to pray, 
and what to pray for. And we are to ask 
the Holy Spirit himself to pray through 
our lips. . The Devil cannot defeat the 
Holy Spirit. - 

When the Holy Spirit prays through our 
lips, things happen. But the struggle may 
be terrific. Here is where Satan puts his 
back against the wall and fights with all 
his power. ‘The prince of Persia” (Satan) 
withstood a “certain man” for three whole 
weeks once (Dan. 10:13) until Michael 
came to help. The Devil has power, but 
God has “all power.” 

The call today is for prayer; Biblical, 
Holy Ghost prayer; “prayers and supplica- 
tions with strong crying and tears” (Heb. 
5:7). This kind of praying is hard work. 
Few are willing to go this hard, difficult, 
weary way. But the rewards are com- 
mensurate with the sacrifice. The glory 
comes after the weariness. 

There are many calls to prayer, and 
many leagues for prayer, all good. But 
let us be on our guard that we do not 
talk about prayer more than we pray. Or- 
ganization is necessary for concerted action, 
but — “let us pray!” The way to pray is 
to pray; and pray, and then pray some 
more. 

The need today is as great, the battle 
as grim, as in the days of the Wesleys, the 
Randolphs, and the Whitefields. The broad, 
black river that rolls toward the abyss is 
freighted with souls that might be saved. 
Their blood will be upon our heads unless 
we do what we can. Somebody prayed for 
us. Let us pray for somebody else. And 
as we pray the heavens may open again, 
and the glory from above shine round about 
us, and the angel choirs sing, and hosts of 
warrior angels come to fight for us and 
stay back the powers of darkness. 


+ 
Will You Help Cuba? 


QUIET ‘but truly evangelistic work 

‘A fas been carried on in Cuba for thirty- 
two years by ‘Mr. and Mrs. Arthur E. L. 
Pain and their three sons. - Eighteen native 
churches, self-supporting and self-govern- 
ing, have been organized, with eleven native 
pastors. In éach of these places is held 
a daily prayer meeting, praying for revival 
throughout Cuba. They prayed for an open 
road for the' Gospel, and recently the gov- 
ernment has built: the great Central High- 


way the length of the island and reaching 


sixty ‘tities. 
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Forty-two districts in Havana have been 
visited with tent meetings, and it is now 
desired to start an evangelistic campaign 
that will follow the highway from-Havana 
to Santiago de Cuba. The plan is to hold 
Bible classes each day and_ evangelistic 
meetings at night, organizing a little group 
of believers in each place that can be visited 
from time to time by the workers. The 
sum of $2,000 is needed for complete tent 
cquipment and house car and equipment, 
and $385 a month will support two mission- 
aries and two Gospel workers and provide 
all necessary expenses. The funds required 
are small and the work is great, backed as 
it is with much prayer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Pain are now in the United 


States for a few months, and have organ- 
ized the Cuba Evangelization Association, 
708 Irving Avenue, Wheaton, Ill. The 
president of the Council’ is President J. 
Oliver Buswell, of Wheaton College. The 
doctrinal statement is that of the World’s 
Christian Fundamentals Association. 

Donations for the work may be sent to 
the Treasurer, Mrs. A. Ellen W. Pain, in 
caré of William H. Ritchie, Scripture Gift 
Mission, 119 South Fourth Street, Phila- 
delphia, or to her home address, Jaruco 
(Hab. Prov.), Cuba. 
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Yeuk Laan’s Escape 
from the Soldiers 


Founded on fact 
By Stella M. Rudy 


HE sun was just slipping over the hill 

when a wee baby girl came to the home 
of the Taams, a Chinese family. The baby’s 
father was a poor farmer who took vege- 
tables and sugar cane to the market. 

Mr. Taam had wanted a boy. A girl 
would be of no use to him. So he did not 
even go near to see the little one when 
he entered their crude mud hut. He wanted 
to destroy the baby, but his wife somehow 
persuaded him to let it live. “Perhaps 
some day she will be useful,” she argued. 
So the baby was spared. 

The unwelcome baby was called A Dai 
which means “Eldest.” They thought that 
she was not worth naming. But as A Dai 
grew older, her mother noticed that she 
was fairer than most Chinese girls: Her 
eyes were bright and sparkled when she 
laughed. Her hair was even blacker than 
the other girls in the village: As she 
grew more lovely and beautiful her mother 
decided that perhaps after all she might 
be worth naming. So she gave her the 
beautiful name Yeuk Laan, which means 
“Like-an-Orchid.” 

Later, when two little brothers came, 
Yeuk Laan’s father was very proud and 
happy. But his smiles were only for his 
sons. He scarcely looked at Yeuk Laan. 
This made the little girl’s mother pity her 
more than ever, and gradually’ a warm 
friendship, unusual between mother and 
daughter in China, grew up between them. 
Yeuk Laan became very useful around the 
place. She helped cut the sugar cane and 


tie it into bundles for the: market. She’ 


carried -her little brothers. on her back 
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while her mother and father took their pro- 
duce to market. 

Sometimes Yeuk Laan went with: her 
parents to market. She always enjoyed 
those market trips. There were little stalls 
where people sold vegetables, sugar cane, 
meat, and firewood. There were venders 
with hot dumplings, sliced pineapple, and 
water chestnuts which hungry market shop- 
pers devoured greedily. 

If they sold everything they brought to 
market, Yeuk Laan’s father was in ‘a good 
humor and gave her several cash to buy a 
nice hot dumpling. Otherwise she liad to 
wait until evening before she had anything 
hot to eat. Sometimes she sucked the sweet 
juice of the sugar cane when she was hun- 
gry and that satisfied her thirst, too. 

Thus the early years of Yeuk Laan’s life 
were spent. As she grew older she became 
more beautiful. Her father eyed her from 


. his stall or in the field and thought, “She 


may bring a fair price some day.” 

When Yeuk Laan was about twelve years 
old, there was fighting between the north 
and the south. Soldiers came plundering 
down from the north robbing villages, kid- 
naping, looting, carrying off pigs, cows, and 
chickens. Even girls were ruthlessly 
snatched from their homes and became the 
property of the wicked soldiers. News car- 
ried by fleeing refugees reached the vil- 
lages below of the terrible disaster that the 
soldiers left behind them, Often the vil- 
lages had ‘been plundered, houses were set 
on fire, while the wicked soldiers with packs 
on their backs and armed with rifles 
marched on to the next towns. 

One day when Yeuk Laan was in the 
field cutting sugar cane and getting it ready 
for the market, she turned suddenly to find 
an untidy rabble of soldiers coming toward 
their village. She ran as fast as she could 
and cried, “Soldiers are coming! Soldiers 
are coming !” 

Doors were banged shut by the fright- 
ened villagers as they ran helter-skelter 
seeking places of refuge. Yeuk Laan’s 
mother and the children hid underneath the 
bed. They lived just at the edge of the 
village, so their hut was attacked first. 

Bang! Bang! Bang! The soldiers 
pounded and demanded entrance. 

The frail door soon gave way under the 
pressure’ of the strong soldiers, and into 
the house came two fierce-looking men. 
One of the soldiers saw Yeuk Laan and 
grabbed her before she could get away. 

Poor Yeuk Laan was dragged along the 
road with other girls and was carried far 
away to a hovel in the mountains. After 
dark that night, the soldiers made them 
march to the river where they got into 
boats. They rowed hard all night down 
the river toward the big city where in a 
few days there would be fighting. At dawn 
they stopped at another smaller city. Some 
of them went ashore and when they re- 
turned they took Yeuk Laan and several 
other girls ashore and sold them to another 
soldier. 

The soldier who bought her was, after 
all, a more decent fellow than the one who 
had kidnaped her. It may be that even 
beneath that gray uniform there was a kind 
heart. Anyway before going down to the 
big battle, he decided to put Yeuk Laan in 
the Christian boarding school in the city. 

Amid the strange new surroundings, 
Yeuk Laan was very sad.and unhappy. She © 
had always lived: in the open country, and 
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had never been. confined. in a large city 
house. -She longed for the little -hut and 
the broad fields around her home. But 
when she found she was among friends, 
she became more cheerful. The beautiful 
stories of the Lord Jesus comforted her 
heart, As she began to realizé that there 
was: a God in Heaven who heard and an- 
swered prayer, new hope sprang into her 
heart, “Perhaps,” she thought, “God will 
help me get back to my mother.” 

She had -not been in the. school, many 
weeks. when the soldier returned and -wanted 
to see. her. Accompanied by the Bible 
woman, Yeuk Laan was allowed to see the 
soldier in the guest hall. He asked if he 
might take the girl to the barracks for. 
supper. It was dangerous to refuse a sol- 
dier in a time such as that, but when he 
promised faithfully to bring her back that 
evening, the girl was allowed to go. The 
evening passed, however, and the girl did 
not return. 

One night, a few days later, some one 
pounded on the compound gate. ‘“Who’s 
there?” asked the watchman. 

“IT have a message for the missionary,” 
said the voice from the dark. 

The door was opened and there stood 
a boy. From the pocket of his trousers 
he pulled a crumpled piece of paper, on 
which the names of the missionary and two 
native teachers were written very crudely. 
“Who wrote this?” they asked. 

“A girl who is on a boat,” said the boy. 
“She cries nearly all the time.” 

“Who are you?” they asked. 
did you happen to get this?” 

Then the boy told them that he was the 
cook- for the soldiers and that several days 
before this girl had been brought on the 
boat. The soldiers were leaving the next 
day, and the girl begged the missionaries 
to save her. She had been sold again to 
this company of soldiers. 

Yeuk Laan remembered the stories of 
the Lofd Jesus and was sure that the true 
God would help her to escape from these 
wicked men if she prayed to him. She 
asked the soldiers for paper and brush, and 
began writing simple words such as “big,” 
“man,” and others. Then she threw the 
bits of paper away after rolling them into 
wads, The soldiers looked over her shoul- 
ders and thought. she was only amusing 
herself and let her alone. But when they 
were not looking, Yeuk Laan had succeeded 
by signs to get the sympathy of the cook, 
and he promised to take the wad of paper 
with its message to the missionary. 

Nothing could be done that night, but 
the next day, by appealing to the city offi- 
cial, the teachers at the school had the girl 
set free. Yeuk Laan had learned to trust 
in God, and he had helped her to escape 
from the wicked soldiers. 

Before many moons had passed, “Like- 
an-Orchid” was on her way to the dearest 
spot on earth —the little yellow hut along 
the Dragon River. God had brought her 
back safely to her mother. 

“It was the true God!” she said with 
eyes that danced and sparkled as_ she 

laughed and cried for joy. “It was the true 
God who brought me back to you, Mother !” 


“And how 


And then in the little. hut crowded with . 


sympathetic neighbors, Yeuk Laan’ told the 
story of how the true God answered her 


prayer. 
Dayton, Ouro. 
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Will You Help to Meet 
Arousiag Stepanian's Needs ? 


INCE last autumn Arousiag Step- 

anian, our young Armenian friend, has 
been working hard at the University of 
Pennsylvania for her degree of Master of 
Science in Education. The story of her 
life has interested numerous readers of 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times. During her 
period of study at Wheaton where she 
graduated in June, 1932, she was able to 
speak on many occasions in the giving of 
testimony as to what the Lord has done for 
her. As many readers know, she hopes to 
go back to the Near East to teach in one 
of the Christian schools. 

Arousiag had a scholarship covering ner 
tuition for the first term at the University 
of Pennsylvania, but this scholarship was 
not extended to the second term because it 
had already been promised to another stu- 
dent, and therefore at this time Arousiag’s 
expenses of board, room, and tuition de- 
pend upon the interest of friends who wish 
to help in this completion of her educational 
preparation for Christian work as a teacher 
in the mission field, 

Arousiag has made an excellent record 
in schoof and college, she is a welcome per- 
sonality everywhere, and is ready always 
to testify to her faith. In a few months 
more she should be ready to find her place 
of service in a station preferably among 
her own people in the Near East. It is 
not possible to estimate just how much 
money will be needed between now and her 
departure for the field, but $600 would 
doubtless cover the college expenses and 
enough for passage to one of the Mediter- 
ranean countries. Gifts for this purpose 
will be very greatly appreciated at this 
time, and may be sent to Philip E. Howard, 
Trustee, in care of THE SuNpDAyY SCHOOL 
Times, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phil- 
adelphia. 
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To Prevent Errors and Delays 


HE Sunpay ScuHoor TIMEs goes into 

every State and Province in the United 
States and Canada, and into 114 other 
countries every week. 

On: account of the distant points that 
must be reached by THE SuNDAy SCHOOL 
TIMES every week in time for the lesson 
we are obliged to work three weeks ahead 
in our mechanical departments. 

Therefore new and renewal orders and 
changes of address should reach us at least 
three weeks before the date of the issue 
with which they are to take effect, — four 
weeks if you live as far away as the Pacific 
Coast, and longer than that for foreign 
countries. 


How to Make a Change of Address 

When you order the paper sent to any 
new address of a subscriber, please be sure 
to send us the old address, enclosing if 
possible the address label from a recent 
copy. That will enable us to trace the 
subscription promptly, and -to make the 
change without delay; but please allow 
three weeks before you expect the paper 
at the new address. 


Renewal Dates 
Your renewal. date is shown. on the sec- 
ond line of the mailing label bringing, your 
copy of our paper to you eath week. 





’ April 22, 1933 


Subscriptions are not continued beyond 
the renewai date unless they are ordered 
continued by. the subscriber. 

Your co-operation in all this will enable 
us to render a still more. satisfactory serv- 
ice, and to get the paper to its destination 
with a still smaller riumber of delivery 
delays or interruptions. 


Tue Sunpay ScnHoot Trmes Company 
325 North Thirteenth St., Philadelphia. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 14. Overcoming Problems in Home Life. 
Eph. 6: 1-4. (Mother’s Day.) 

May 21. What Parts of the World Are Still 
without Christ? Acts 16 : 8-13. 


Sunday, May 7 
Right and Wrong Ambitions 
(Phil. 1 : 21: Luke 11 : 43) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Paul’s great ambition (Phil. 3 : 7-11). 
Tues.—Social ambition (Prov. 25 : 6, 7). 
Wed.—Selfish ambition (Mark ro : 35-41). 
Thurs.—Ambitions that crash (Gen. 11: 


1-9). 

Fri—A boy that would be king (2 Sam. 
15 : 1-6). 

Sat.—A high ambition (1 °Cor, 9 : 24-27). 











Is success due to ambition properly directed, 
or just to luck? Why? 


What are some fields that offer opportuni- 
ties for ambitious youth? 
“ EN are not so much mistaken in de- 
“siring to advance themselves as in 
judging what will be an advance and what 
the right method of it. An ambition that 
has conscience in it will always be a labo- 
rious and faithful engineer. The liberty to 
go higher than we are is given only when 
we have fulfilled amply the duties of our 
present sphere. Men rise upon their per- 
formances, not upon their discontent.”— 
Henry Ward Beecher. 


oe 
When William Carey heard that his son 
Felix had become ambassador. for his coun- 
try, he merely said, “Felix has driveled 
into an ambassadorship.” For a timé per- 
haps the world rated young Carey far ‘above 
his father in the scale of advancement’: Yet 
who today hears of the son compared with 
those who know and value the work of the 
father? 
ye 


Ambition is not to be condemned in ftself. 
The Bible does not say that ambition is 
wrong. It shows us, however, that it may 
be. There are three principal ways in’ 
which ambition may be a curse rather ‘than 
a blessing. First, the ambition may be di- 
rected toward something that is definitely 
wrong. In Satan’s aspiration to be as God 
(Isa. 14: 14), we see ambition grasping after 
that which is clearly not right.’ It may be’ 
seen also in the desire of a young boy, fired 
by lurid movies and bandit worshiping fic- 
tion, aspiring to be a dare-devil hold-up 
mnan. : 

ye : I 


Then, ambition may be directed toward 
that which may be good in itself, yet when 
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given pre-eminence shuts out more worth- 
while things in life. In the rich fool (Luke 
12! .16-20),. we see ambition taking this 
turn: His condemnation came not because 
he: was rich, but because his riches shut 
out God. 

Some of the disciples had the ambition 
to have places of honor in the Lord’s King- 
dom (Mark 9: 33-35). This was in itself 
a commendable aspiration, but they wanted 
places of honor for their own glory and 
self-gratification. Therefore their ambition 
was condemned by the Lord. 


bf 

It is possible to have a worth-while ambi- 
tion, and yet pursue it in the wrong way. 
Abraham had the ambition to have a son, 
and through that son to have a great pos- 
terity. He was justified in this. because 
God had promised it to him. But Abraham 
sought to realize his ambition in a way 
that was contrary to God’s plan. Instead 
of waiting for God to make the ambition 

















SEE, \T SOAKS OUT THE 
DIRT, AND YOUR CLOTHES 
COME LOTS WHITER 
WITHOUT SCRUBBING 


HERE, GRACE — | BROUGHT 
YOU SOME OF THAT 
MARVELOUS SOAP | TOLD 
YOU ABOUT. I'LL SHOW 
YOU HOW IT WORKS 






















































possible through Sarah his wife, Abraham 
took his wife’s servant and through her LATER 
sought to bring about his cherished desire. , 
But his plan came to grief, and God could send mo ah A et ITS EASY ON 
not bless the posterity that Abraham had NEED (T AGAIN! THANKS COLORS, Too! THEY'RE LOOKING AT MY: WASH 
secured through wrong means. We hear FOR TELLING ME ABOUT - ~IT'S SO WHITE! | MUST 
folks argue sometimes today that the end RINSO, RUTH. ITS SO EASY TELL THEM ABOUT RINSO. 
justifies the means, but God’s Word and ON MY HANDS 1T GETS CLOTHES at LEAST / &) 
history show the fallacy of such a premise. 

ye 

‘It is good to know that there is ample 
room in the Chris.ian life for a hea.thy, 








well-directed ambition. To be Christians 
young people do not have to be spineless 
jellyfish, washed here and there by the 
tides of circumstance. The world perhaps 
has seen no greater human personality 





























than that of the apostle Paul. His writ- 
ings today are a marvel not only of the 
Christian world, but of all who study them 
seriously. Listen to Paul speak of his am- - 
bition: 
“But what things were gain to me, those 
I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, THAT EVENING 
and I .count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus You can save lots of 
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the ° 
loss of all things, and do count therh but RINSO IS GRAND FOR money this way! 
refuse, that I may win Christ, and be found DISHES, TOO — | NEVER 
in him, not having mine own righteousness, SAW SUCH LIVELY SuDs! E WISE! Stop scrubbing clothes thread- 
which is of the law, but that which is bare. Let Rinso’s lively suds soaé them 
through the faith of Christ, the righteous- 4ors shades whiter. They'll last twice— 
ness, which is of God by faith: that I may zz three times—as long! Women say they seve 
know. him, and the power of his resurrec- ) : $100 and more on clothes this “scrubless 
tion, and the fellowship of his sufferings, way. 
being. made conformable unto his death” J . Rinso is safe for the finest cottons and 
(Phil...3: 7-10). linens. The home-making experts of 316 
“Know ye not that they which run in leading newspapers—the makers of 40 fa- 
a‘race run all, but one receiveth the prize? mous washing machines—recommend it. 
So‘run, that ye may obtain. And every Great for dishes, too; so easy on the hands. 
man that striveth for the mastery is tem- > ; Cup for cup, Rinso gives twice as much 
perate in all things. Now they do it to : i < suds as lightweight, puffed-up soaps. It’s 
obtain.a corruptible crown; but we an in- he) | 4 all that’s needed, even in the hardest water. 
corruptible. I therefore so run, not as un- ‘ eg Oe Most women buy the BIG package. 
certainly ; so fight I, not as one that beateth 1 A PRODUCT OF LEVER BROS. Co. 
the; air: but; I keep under my body, and 














bring it into, subjection: lest that: by any 
means, .when I have, preached to others, I 


> 
myself, should be a castaway” (1 Cor. 9: It's safe e fe or your finest 





24-27). ; ° 
Are...we to understand, then, that the cottons and linens 

only: ambition the Christian may have is a 

to know Christ? Certainly it is clear that —white or colors 

this is the forernost and the most important : 





ambition for the Christian. But this does 


not mean that there may not be other am- The biggest-selling package soap in America 


bitions, providing they are subordinate to 
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the foremost one; God does not call all of 
us to be: preachers or missionaries or evan- 
nae He does ask us all to be witnesses 
or him. But the place of witnessing may, 
in some cases, be in the drafting room, in 
the shop, office, or wherever God has placed 
us. 

When we are certain that we are in 
the place that God has chosen for us (and 
we may indeed be certain), then we may 
rightly have the ambition to be the best 
mechanic, the. best bookkeeper, the best 
architect, or the best stenographer that it 
is possible to be. The important thing for 
us to recognize, however, is that such am- 
bitions are to lead us into a greater sphere 
of usefulness and to larger opportunities 
for service for our Lord and Master. “Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness” (Matt. 6:33) and these other 
good things will fall in their rightful places. 

We need to ask God to guard us against 
placing too great a value, however, upon 
these eminently worth-while yet lesser am- 
bitions. “Set your affection on things above, 
and not on things on the earth,” our 
Lord is saying to ts. It is possible under 
his guidance and control to be an eminent 
physician, an outstanding business man, 
and an expert mechanic. Yet we are not 
to have our affections set upon these so 
that their loss would leave us miserable, 
or their attainment rob God of his rightful 
place in our lives. Only as our expectation 
is from him (Psa. 62:5), and every thought 
brought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ (2 Cor. 10:5) may we safely pursue 
our ambitions, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
hool Lesson Committee. 


May 1 to 7 


Mon.—Mark 10 : 32-34. Jesus Foretells His Death. 

Prayer SuaGcestions: As our Lord led 
the way toward Jerusalem the disciples 
were amazed and afraid. This emotional 
reaction was made use of by the Lord to 
speak of his impending death. The four 
terrible features mentioned by him deserve 
deepest affectionate consideration. Lament 
the heart-callousness which is part of our 
fallea nature. Pray for the Lord’s laborers 
in Point Barrow, Alaska (just over the ice 
from the North Pol). 


Tues.—Luke 9: 51-62. Jesus Faces Death. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Our blessed Re- 
deemer’s face was “set as a flint” toward 
Calvary for the best and the worst of us. 
He loved our souls through death. His 
fixed purpose to die for us should inspire 
in us: fixedness of purpose to live only, 
alway, and altogether for him. Pray for 
“top of the world evangelism” in Alaska. 


Wed.—Mark 10 : 35-45. 
Fellowship with His Sufferings. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The sons of Zebe- 
dee made request to sit on thrones; but the 
Lord Jesus saw their deepest; need was to 
fellowship with him in his sufferings. Of 
his cup we taste but a little, to help us re- 
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alize the sufferings he endured for us. Pray 
for the Christian Eskimos in ;Point Bar- 
row. 
Thurs.—Deuteronomy 34 : 1-8. 
Moses Facing Death. 

Prayer Succestions: The Lord’s gracious 
presence robbed Moses of all fear of death. 
Many a dear child of God has since then 
traveled triumphantly “the gloomy vale,” 
Farewells on earth are quickly exchanged 
for a welcome to Glory. Pray for the in- 
terpreters of the Gospel, preaching at Point 
Barrow, Alaska. 


Fri.—Acts 7 : 54-60. Stephen Facing Death. 
PraYER SvuGGESTIONS: Fullness of the 
Spirit and an engaging sight of the Lord 
Jesus enabled the martyr Stephen to die 
joyfully, “He fell‘asleep.” Blessed sleep! 
Soon will come the glorious morning when 
saints awake to deathless life with God. 
Pray for the Eskimo children under Chris- 
tian instruction at Point Barrow, Alaska, 


Sat.—2 Timothy 4:1-8. Paul Facing Death. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My departure” is 
what Paul uses to describe his imminent 
death. The “henceforth” entrances him. 
It holds for him (and for all who fove 
Christ’s appearing) a crown of righteous- 
ness through life eternal (see Rom. 5: 21). 
Pray for the Christian mothers in: Point 
Barrow, Alaska. 


Sun.-—-Isaiah 53: 7-12. Jesus Bearing Our Sin. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Our sin—all of 
it— was borne by Christ on the cross — 
once and for all— joyfully. His soul was 
made our sin offering. God receives. all 
who thus receive the atoning Saviour. He 
finds satisfaction for all his soul-travail 
when needy sinners receive him as Saviour. 
Pray for Christian medical work being 
done by devoted servants of Christ in Point 
Barrow, Alaska. 
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